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Some Serious QUERI E 8 
To ſuch as Hate and Caft them out; 
And a Friendly AbMONIT IO to ſuch 
| as Deſert them. 

IN TWO 


5 ERMONS, 


Preach'd firſt at Weſtminſter, on March 30. 


And afterwards 
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Sincere ProTEstanTs, of 


all Denominations, into 


whoſe - Hands theſe Pa- 
pers ſhall fall. 


My Friends and Brethren, | 

HE Reaſon of my thus Addreſſing you, 
it, becauſe I conceive you have a Com- 
mon Concern in the Truths here offer 4 


to Conſideration , from ' the Word ef 
60 D, which we all own for our Rule and Stan- 
dard. 1 am not however ſo ignorant of the Power 
and Prevalence of the TO Sentiments by 
I 


as to imagine that what 


* here publiſh'd will ſind a like Acceptance with all. 
| But thus much I am with Truth able to ſay for my 
ſelf, that if I bad been ſen/ible that any thing here 
propos d could bave given juſt Offence to any true 
Lovers of the Proteſtant Religion, 1 ſhould have 
ſtudiouſiy av d it, and thought that it bad been 
my Duty to do ſo. Upon which Declaration Itbinłk 
T may be allow'd to hope, That ſuch of all Parties 
as ba ve not forgotten the Good Old Rule of doing 
as they would be done unto,” ſhould be. ſparing 
in their Cenſures, tho I may not be ſo happy as to 


| Teannot forbear profeſſing*my ſelf an hearty Latitn- 
ter of our ſad Diviſions, at a time when bur com 
"Enemies the Papiſts are ſo big with ExpetFations 
\of_ ſucceeding in t 
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oſe. Deſigns againſt us, which they 
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ii. — "The PREFACE.. 


725 ſo ome been Jonas Could we but agree 
| Fo Love one another, my Fears of them would u. 
But it is our Mutual Hatred, and our for- 
— ts Eaſt ont one another, that appears to 
me to give them their greateſt Advantage. Mb. 
ever they are thatycheriſh this 52 ( = them be 
call d by bat Names they will) do, & far as 1 am 
able 4 age, promote their Deſigns, whatſ oe ver 
may be £ r real Intentions. This it my eApology 
yay the Freedom:which I hade here us d. And had 
z 7 1 this a ſuſſicient eApology, I ſbould 
afily Ba ve been perſnaded to ſend abroad into 

& 2 two plain Diſcourſes, at a time when it 
is ſo hard to ſay any thing that ſhall pleaſe, ſuth as 
are not pleas d either with the Perſon that ſays it, 
or with his Way of ſaying i it. | 


I pretend not, That any Party a among + ; 14 ; to 
be excus d from 2 great a \forwardneſs zo caſt out, 
ſuch as 4 Graciou G D it ready to accept. Mere 
not He more Mercifut to ws eAll, thon we have 

| been to one another, we ſhould truly be in 4 moſt 
| miſerable Condition; and I doubt, bad all of us 
ere this, been caſt out of this good Land, wbich 
He hath ſo many Ways remarkably Fevour al 
durſt not, for my part, in the Jiaft attempt to 
plead for, or extenuate, any thing of this kind, 
whoſoever be the guilty Perſons : But where the 
Guilt is greateſt, there certainly, there is the moſt 
need of Repentance ; and I cannot ſee how that can 
| be expected, while the Fault is either Jie, 1 
i | feng, or over-look'd. _ 


919 they who are e Diſſenters from the N- 

tional E — (to whom I cannot forbear al- 

bering a long as I am convine'd they bave Truth 
13 den their 6 I enerally and 47 Cenſure tbe 
Miniſtry of thoſe ow Oe 7 from, and at 
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Publickly queſtion the Validity of their Baptiſms, 
and their Capacity of Acceptance with GOD i 
= the Way they rake, and as openly declare for the 
= caſting and keeping them Out, and any way 4 
= boldly weaken the Foundations wh the Reforma- 
tion fand « 7 » 7 by many in . a | 
u Church, (by their aſſerting a proper Power 
"4 2 to forgive Sins; pleading for the. Nę- 
= ce/ity of acknowledging the «Authority, and ſub- 
= m:tting to the Laws and Decrees of the Catholick 

© Church, in order to the avoiding Damnable Schiſm ; 
nd wrging the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Epiſcopal 
oOrdination to the Being of Church and ali e | 
nd the lite) I ſhould be as ready to diſcover my 
ED; /ike of ſuch « Temper on their ſide, as I am on © 
be other. But [bleſs GOD, that it is otherwiſe. 
ia lit others be as Hot as they pleaſe, I cannot 
elp thinking, that where there is moſt Charity, 
ere, there is moſt of GOD, and the greatef 
kc! ihood of His Approbation. And it would be 
ange, if unprejudic d and impartial Perſons ſhould 


— herein concur. 


= : Tit a very Diſmal thing that there ſhould be 


ch Spirit at Work among us, as ſeems to male 
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1 1 ome ſevere Scourge neceſſary to vring we to our 
* ves. May there be many Gen Steady and Faith- 


eder the ſoreſt Trials. When they are over, 
ST -ope we ſhall conſider our Differences calmly, and 
I: 2th Heat and in Haſte, and come to underſtand 
e another better, and ſee that there is Good Rea- 
female allowance for a Diverſity of Sentiment, 
TE Oe ther moy be equally copuble of approv- 
Ws themſelves to G OD as to their Integrity, wit 
caſting out ſuch as may be talen in upon 
rittural Grounds. When G O D by bis Appear-. 
2 7 is pleas d to uſher in theſe Times, I am ( | 
of WE 
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1 will need to be urg d to be aſham 
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endea ouring to confine the Intereſt ＋ CHRIST 
to their own Party, or to ſupport it by ſuch Methods 
as little become the Followers of the Prince of 


Peace, who has declar d for Mercy rather than 
Sacrifice, and whoſe undoubred Character it was, 
not to break tie bruiſed Reed, or quench the 
Os Sos f 


IN the mean time, let us in our ſeveral or 
ferent Ways, unite in'a ſerious 'and earneſt Appli 
cation to the Father of Mercies and the GOD of 
all Grace, to reform our Tempers and Manners, 
and revive the Power of Godlineſs among us; to 


* ſecure the Credit of a Faithful Goſpel Miniſtry, 


and of his own Sacred Inſtitutions ; to prevent a re- 
rurn of Popery, and a forfeiture of our Civil and 
Religious Liberties ; to check Scepticiſm, and Pro- 
faneneſs, Lying, Defrayding, - Intemperance, Defa- 
mation,  Diſſimulation, and all the Works of Dark- 
neſs; and to difſuſe among us an Holy Light and 


Love in a rich abundance: And hereby ſhall we 


manifeſt ourſelves better Friends to the Chriſtian 
Intereſt, and more true Lovers of our Native 
Countrey, than by perſiſting in Biting and De- 
vouring one another, which if the Word of 
Truth be to ve believ'd, is the way to be conſumed 


one of another. 
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Comfort and Counſel 
PROTESTANT DISSENTERS:. 
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ISAIAH Lxvi. Ss. 
Hear the word of the LoxD, ye that 


tremble at his word, Your brethren 
that hated you, that caſt you out for 
my names ſake, ſaid, Let the LoRD 


* 


be glorified : but he ſhall appear to 
- your joy, and they ſhall be aſhamed. 


HI C H way ſoever the Voice of 
Almighry GOD is given forth, it 85 
is moſt arreinively ro be Liſten d 
to, by all Reaſonable Creatures: 

| From Him they all in Common 

receive their Beings, and upon him they depend for 

Life and. Happineſs ; and theref: 2 nothing can be 

more fit or becoming, than that they ſhould have 

EE to hear, when He thinks fit ro ſpeak. He ſpeaks 

both by his org, and by his Ford; and be it in 
one way or another that He gives any fignification of 


bis Pleaſure, the nor regarding Him is a great Sinn,, - 
and cxpoſes to his juſt Reſentment. The Yorks of * 
= GOD: have a Language that is intelligeble: And | | 
a they are to be conſider d, that their Language may 

de Underſtood. Some of his Providences loudly 

= proclaim his Clemency, and his particular Regard to 

BS {uct as are devoted to his Fear: While others as fen 

ot fibly declare his Juſtice and Severity, and tell all um es 
obſerve them with becoming Care, Thar the 
Great GOD is provok'd, and that it concerns them 

WT 62 prepare to meer him * his aug n 
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Comfort and Counſel 


that is given them, and, Thie particular Meſſage 
Sick . 


which cannot by any Means be fo effectually Aver- 
ted, as by a ſerious Humiliation and Reformation. 
And whether He be intent upon magnifying his Ju. 
ſtice, or ſerving the Purpoſes of his Mercy, if Per. 
ſons do not obſerve and ſtudy Providence, it cannot 
be expected that they ſhould Gomport with it, and 
make ſuitable Improvement. | 

But GOD ſpeaks yet more diſtinctly by his Hod. 


. which is a full ſignification of his Mind, as far as 


the knowledge of it is neceſſary, to his Church in 
General, or to his particular Servants; Directing 
them in their Way, and Work, and Duty, admoniſning 
and reproving, and aſſiſting or encouraging them; ac- 
cording to their differing Circumſtances, Neceflities 
and Occafions. And Happy are they that hear ir, and 
2 ſuitably impreſs d by it, and ready to comply 
with it. 

G OD ſpake of Old to his Servants the Patriarchu, 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, before He made uſe of them 
to convey his Mord to others: Bur ſince the Sacred 
Canon has been finifh'd, we are upon all Occaſicns 
referr'd ro the written Word ; ſtudying which, we 


may find ſuitable and ſufficient Direction both as to 


our Duty and Intereſt, in every Circumſtance that 
can well be conceivd. We are thence at all times 
to take our Meaſures of Practiſe, and our Comforts 
and Incouragements. ; 

We are at preſent in a JunQture that bears ſome 
Marks that are Peculiar ; and too many are at a Loſs: 
and yet even now dy recourle to the written Mrd of 
GOD, and ſeriouſly ſtudying it, we may find what 
will Help to direct, and ſupport, and aſſiſt us, in and 
under whatſoever we may becall'd of GOD either 
to do, or to bear. And I am not without Hope that 
we may be ſatisfactorily convinc'd of this, by Medi- 
rating ſeriouſly on the Text propos d; which repre- 
ſents. a. very affecting Caſe, and yet gives light in a 
dark and gloomy Scene, and affords ample and, abun- 
28 Incouragement ro ſuch as faithfully adhet᷑ d to 


D in the way of their Duty. 8 
e are Three Things in the Text which call 
for our particular Notice: And they are theſe, The 
Character of the Perſons ſpoken to; The Charge 


le 


T 


them from GOD. 


to PRorESTANT-DissENTERS. 3 
— — — — 
1. The Pertons that are here ſpoken to are remark- 
able for the Character which is given of them. "They 
are deſcrib'd as trembling at the Mrd of God, They 
are a People that land in awe of God's Word, as Da. pſal. cxix. 
vid declares of himſelf, That he did moſt heartuy. 161. 
And this is truly an Excellent Character. They to 
whom the Bleſſed G OD is here ſpeaking, are ſuch 
as were habirually diſpos d to receive his Word with 
Reverence, and freely ro ſubmit and yield to its Au- 
thority. Tis ſach as they, that have a ſpecial Meſ- 
ſage here ſent them from Heaven: "Tis ſuch as they, © _- s 
that are here call'd on to hear the ord of the Lord. 
All indeed ſhould hear when He is rhe Speaker; 
none ſhould think themſelves unconcern'd in the Re- 
ports and Repreſentations of his Mord: But ro ſuch 
as tremble at hs Word, does GOD peculiarly addreſs 
> himſelf. He has at all times had a more than com- 
mon Intercourſe with Perſons of ſuch a T He 
loves to ſpeak to ſuch; ſor He knows they have Ears 
to hear. They are of a teachable Diſpoſition, He 
docs not Joſe his Pains upon rhem as He does upon 
others, He ſpeaks to ſuch with Freedom; and is 
leſs upon the Reſerve with them, than with the reſt 
of Mankind. Nor was this Character peculiar to 
thoſe ro whom the Prophet is here ſpeaking, It is a 
Genuine Character of the ſincere Servants of GOD 
W in all Ages, that is given upon this Occaſion : They 
All tremble at his ord, and they are thereby diftin- 
guiſh'd from the Men of the World. And it is be- 
cauſe of their trembling at bis Murd, that He loves 
them, and delighrs in them, and /ooks to them in a 
way of Mercy, and Favour, and Pity; as is intimated 
in the Context; For to thy Man will T lock, fays GOD, Verſe +. 
even to him that i Poor, and of a Contrite Spirit, and '.— = 
trembleth at my Word. They look, ro GO , and He 
be., to them. They hear him, and He hears them, 
and graciouſly regards them; and is inclin'd to own 
and favour them, and appear ſor them. Such Perſons 
ne particularly fingled out to receive the Meſſage 15 FS 
ſent, that they might be animated and ſupported un- 
der the Reproach, and Diſgrace, and Mtufage they 
met with. A ſignal Divine Blefling is here promis a 
ro them, and to them only; becauſe they alone were 
e qualify'd for in, Wige wonder that rhey 
: 2 rr da 
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to whom this Character belongs ſhould be ſelected 
in this Caſe, fince it is here freely declar'd in the 
beginning of the Chapter, that ſuch were much more 
precious in his Eyes, than others; and intimated, 
that He would / to them as to the Temple in which 
if He would dwell, rather than to the Temple at Fer. 
Th ſalem, of which they, by whom theſe his Servants 
were deſpis'd, were ſo apt to make their Boaſts. 
GOD has ever had more regard ro ſuch as trembled 
at his Word, than to ſuch as valu'd themſelves upon. 
j the Church they belong ro. 3 
1 - Secondly, The Charge which is given to theſe Per- 
4 ſons, is alſo to be taken Notice of. It is ſhorr and 
plain; but very agrecable to their Character. They 


F 


* . 


4 are bid to Hear th: Wod of the Lord. I come to you, 
i ſays the Prophet, from the Great GO D, and I ex- 
{| ect your Attention; as very well he might. Tis as 
(| if he had ſaid, © I have ſomething to deliver to you, 


jt « and it is of Importance; had it been only the 
i „Word of Man that I had brought you, your regard- 
{i “ ing it, as far as it was ſupported by Reaſons and 
[4 «© Arguments, would have been as much as could 
is * reaſonably have been expected or defir'd ; Yeu 
4 might then have receiv'd or rejected it, as you your 
=X .« ſelves ſaw Occafion ; and as your depending upon 
. * jr, had nor been any thing near ſo ſafe; ſo your 
mf t making light of ir, had not been any thing near ſo 
J * hazardous, as now, that it is the HVord of the Lord 
. * that 1 bring along with me: Bur ſince ir 1s his 
4 * ord, it claims your Reſpect; your very Chara- 
90 4 cter obliges you to hear it, comply with ir, and 
[> © readily receive it. . . 
i} And indeed, they to whom the Character here gi- 
If ven truly belongs; they that tremble at the Word of 
God, need not at any time be much preſs'd to hear it: 
For they are very fit for it; they are ready and diſ- 

pos d for it, and inclin'd to it; they cannot Act like 
themſelves without doing it. Whoever deſpiſe or 

flight ir, they will hear it; and they will do. ſo at all 

Times, They cannot live without it; They love :t 

as the Food of their Souls; They hide it as a rich 
Treaſure in their Hearts; They can ſay with David, 

Pſal. cxix, That Ged's Teſtimonies have they taken as an Heritage 
TH rr ever; for they are the Rejoyeing of their Hearts. 2 
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to PxXOTESTANT-DISSENTERS. 


E 


know there's no ſuch way to Liberty, Peace, and 
Safety, as chat to which the HVord directs them. And 
therefore they can't be ſatisfy d without hearing it, 
nothing ſhall hinder or keep them from it; They'll 
rather a thouſand times hearken ro GOD than Man; 
They'll hear the Nord, be it what it will; and bow 
down under it, whatever be irs Import, Deſign or 
Tendency. Its being the Word of the Lord, (that . is, 
duly evidenc'd to be ſuch) is ſufficient to draw forth 
their Regard. They'll hear ir when it Commands 
or Threatens, as well as when it Promiſes or Incou- 
rages. They'll hear it when it makes againſt them, 


and therefore to be ſure won't neglect and ſlight it, 


when it is for their Comfort and Support. The Call 
or Charge here given to hear the Word of the Lord, is 
not an Intimation of any Backwardneſs on their Part, 
to liſten and give attention; (notwithſtanding that ir 
is evident enough, that even the beſt Perſons that are, 
are not alike diſpos d for it at all Times) but it is ra- 
ther an Excitation to a more than ordinary Obſerva- 
tion of a peculiar Meſſage now ſent them; and an 
Intimation, that what was about to be deliver'd did 
much Concern them, and was much to their Advan- 
lage. | 
| Tho- ſuch Things as theſe are not to be over- 
look d, yer that in the Third Place, which here prin- 
cipally requires our Notice, is, the particular Meſ- 
ſage, which the Prophet brought theſe Perſons from 
the Great GOD ; or the Word which they were now 
requir'd to hear, Of which we may in general Ob- 
ſerve, That it was a very Intelligible Word; it was 
not Obſcure and Enigmarical as the Propherical Meſ- 
ſages often were, but eaſy to be Underſtood. It was 
a ſuitable Word, and very agreeable to their Circum- 
ſtance at the Time that was referr'd ro. It was a 
Mord in Seaſon, which the Wiſe Man fo much com- 
mends; it was a comfortable Word to Perſons un- 


exposd to. A ſpecial Meſſage is ſent them from Hea- 


ven upon this Occaſion, to raiſe their Spirits and re- 


vive their Hopes. Men lighted them, but GOD 
was willing they ſhould know how much He favour- 
ed them, They had been hardly urg by their Fel 


low 


Enn 


Prov. xxv. 


der ſuch a Brand of Infamy as they had faſten d up- 
on them, and ſuch Scorn and Contempt as they were 
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w Creatures; bur He that was the Grand Object 
of their Truſt and Dependance, ſent them Tydings 
of great Foy, that they might not be diſhearten d. 

he Meſſage that was ſent them in this Caſe, looks 
ſeveral ways at once, which it is a very common 
Thing for the Word of GOD to do. Tho it was to 
his People which 60 D here ſpeaks directly; yet 
what He fays has a Glance at their inſulting Bre- 
thren, and has a Reference ro GOD himſelf, as well 


as unro theſe Perſons, who were particularly calld ' 


upon to hear and attend: And it is bur requiſite that 
we ſhould view the Prophet's Meſſage diſtinctly, un- 
der each of theſe Aſpects. | 


I. THE particular Meſſage of G O P to his Peo- 


ple, which is contain d in this Text, refers to their 
Brethren; and that in Three Reſpects: IT gives 
their Character; I I deſcribes their Carriage; AND 

dicts a Difference in their Sentiments, both as to 
thoſe from whom they were ſo much alienated, and 
as to their own Carriage to them too, at the laſt, 
from what they were ar the firſt, - ' - *' * 


1. The Meſſage which GOD here ſends to his 
People, gives the Character of their Brethren; and 
thar particularly as to their Diſpoſition towards theſe 
Servants of GOD that are apply'd to; and ſignifies 


that they hated them. For thus run the Words, Your 


Brethren that hated you. Tis grievous to ingenious 
Minds to be hated by any ; bur worſt of all by Bre- 
thren. And yer this was the unhappy Caſe of thoſe; 
of whom, and ro whom, my Text ſpeaks. Theſe 


Servants of GO D had Brethren : Perſons that they _ 


freely own'd in that Relation, and who oughe to have 
return d them a like Affection; but who inſtead of it 
hated them, Tho' they were the Servants of the ſame 
GOD with themſelves, and as deſirous to approve 
themſelves to Him as they could be, yet they hated 
them : Nay, they hated them, for that for which they 
onghr to have loy'd them; and that is for conſcientt- 


ouſly We at. God's Mord, and adhering fo cloſe - 


pA that, which All ought to take rheir Meaſures 


om, that defire ro be found Faithful, and 2 
ren, 


as ſuch. Tho. theſe Perſons had to do with Bret! : 
| 1 . : * +; ; ye 
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to PROTESTANT-DISSENTERS. 


yer they, inſtead of any of that Tenderneſs towards 
them that might have been expected, defpis'd, them, 
and infulted them, and bore hard upon them, and 
gave them very Unbrotherly Treatment. It is nor 


however to be imagin'd that the Hatred was alike in 
all theſe Brethren mention d: and yet it prevail d a- 


mong them to that degree that a common Character 


is taten from ic. It is ſaid of them in general, that 
they hazed the Perſous foremention d. They not only 
differ d from them in Sentiments and Practiſe (which 
where there is a right Spirit may be manag d without 
any Heat or Animoſity) but they were too — 
poſſeſsd with Rancour againſt them ; they pour' 

Contempr upon them, and diſcover d ſuch an 1l{-will 
as was very unbecoming Perſons that were Related 
as Brethren. Inſtead of reſpecting them, and making 
allowance, and ſoftning Things, (which is what they 
undoubtedly would have deſired, had the Caſe been 
their own) they cenſur'd them, miſinterpreted their 
Words and Actions, and took all poſſible Advanta- 
ges againſt them, fo as to diſcover a real Malevo- 
lence. Some particular Perſons, of better natural 
Tempers, or Acted by a more generous Spirit than the 
reſt, might be otherwiſe diſpos d; and yet it is intima- 
red; That this was the common and prevalanr Diſ- 


poſition of theſe Brethren towards thoſe Servants of 


GOD that are here partitularly Addreſs d to; Toeir 
Brethren hated them; and no Hatred ſo cutting as that 
of Brethren'; We may with Eaſe bear that from an 


Enemy, that is hard to bo born from a Brether : Da- 


wid plainly hints ir, ſaying, It wa: not an Enemy that 
reproached me, theft I eculd have born it. But ro be ha- 
ted Ly Brethren is a Thing that cuts deep. This is in 
rhe Text repreſented as no fmall aggravation of rhe 
Diftreſs which GOD's faithful. Servants were now in, 
that they were hated by their Brethrens; by thoſe that 
prerended ro Love rhem, and were by Duty and In- 


with were Brethren, and yet were fo blinded by Pique 


Pal. Iv. 


12. 


tereſt oblig d to Love them: They that they had to do 


and Prejudice, as to hate them, and carry it to them 
as if they were ſo many Aliens; and that notwith- 


ſtanding that by ſo doing, they gratified the Com- 
mon Enemy, and gave him no ſinall Advantage. And 
4 this much eig rhe Sigh, one hapd, {6 did 
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it the afflitive Exerciſe on the other ; on which ac” 
councW it is deſervedly taken Notice of. But, 


{| 2. T HIS Meſſage of GOD to his People, de- 
i ſcribes the Carriage of theſe Angry Brethren, as well 
| as gives their Character; and ir does it by Three ſe- 
4 veral Steps, one of which till riſes higher than the 
| other. Such was their Malevolence, that they were 
nor content with venting their Spleen in haty Words, 

but they added ſuirable Actions; they caſt them out; 
and they pur a fair Gloſs upon it, and pretended to 
1 do it for God's Names ſake too; and when they had 
| done, they ſaid, let the Lord be glorified ; which argu'd 
their Contempt to be riſen to no ſmall height. 


1. They caſt them out. They reckon d them ſuch 
60 deſpicable Perſons that they'd have nothing to do 
with them; they would nor be mix d with them; 
k; they would nor ſuffer them to ſhare with them in 
i common Benefits; they were for ſetting a Brand of 
i + Infamy upon them, that they might be the more ef- 
1 | fectually expos d ro a Common Contempt. Having 
. firſt caſt them out of their Affections, they ar length 
F 23 to oaſt them out of their Society, and if 
ik ome could have had their Will, one and the ſame 
| Land ſhould not have held them, and they ſhould 

have been caſt out of all ſhare in the Favour of GOD 
or Men, unleſs they would alter their Temper, and be- 

if come more pliable to their Purpoſes. Some think that 
5 the Prophet here refers to an Eccleſiaſtical Excommu- 
5 nication, and others to contemptuous treatment in Ci- 

vil eſpects, and in Common Converſation : But I dont 
ſee why we ſhould conſinę our Thoughts to either of 
i them; when both may be taken in very ſafely. Theſe 
| Brethren were jn one ſenſe as well as another fo very 
full of themſelves, that they had no room for others. 
Tho' twas a real Brother, and Child of the ſame Fa- 
ther they had to do with, their Language was this ; 

IIa. Ixv. 5. Stand by thy ſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than Ws 

thou. They reckon'd it would be a diſparagement to h 

Act in concert with them; they ſnunn d them as Per- 1 

u 

fi 

n 


ſons polluted, Perſans by whom they were in danger 
of being infected, unleſs they would ſquare their 
Principles and PraQices by the Model which 7 2 

| raeM- 
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themſelves were fond of, and ſo deſirous to impoſe 
upon them. Thar is the firſt Step: And then, 
2. They thus caſt them out for God's Name's ſake, 
which was no ſmall Addition. Our Bleſſed Lord re- 
preſents the rigorous Treatment which his Diſei- 
ples met with from the Zealous Fews, as much the 


worſe, becauſe it was for hx Names ſake, and upon John xv. 
the account of Fidelity to him. And this is always 21. 


the Caſe, where Rigbur is us d towards any in Mat- 
ters that Conſcience is truly concern'd in: Tis for 
God's Name fake, for Chriſt's Names ſake, that an 
Hardſhip is endur d, which Perſons cannot eſcape 
without ſuffering the Divine Rights over Conſcience 
to be invaded, And it was thus with theſe Angry 
Brethren ſpoken of in the Texr: They caſt out the 
uprighe Servants of GOD for hy Names ſake”, they 
did it becauſe they would not yield to the Power: of the 
Church to rule the Conſcience of Men ; guhich tho it 
has been brought into the Contents of Pſalm cxlix. 
yet has never hitherto (Thanks be ro GOD,) crepr into 
the Text. Had rheſe Brethren been {evere upon their 
Fellow Servants for any real Crimes that were prov'd 
upon them, ir would not have been blam d: But 
their doing it for God's Neme's ſake, made it the more 
inexcuſable. They really did it for their Loyalty to 
GOD, and becauſe they were fearful of offending 
him, and unwilling ro Act, where they could not 
perceive they had his Warrant. Other Reaſons 
might perhaps be pleaded; but this was the true 
Cauſe and original Spring of their Rancour and Con- 
tempt; ſo that they could ſafely appeal to GOD with 
David, and ſay as he, For thy ſake, we have born Re- 
proach, Bur, ; | 


3 They alſo took yer a farfier Step, and faid, Le Pl. Ixix. 


the Lord be glorified. They not only acted very unbe- 7. 
comingly, but they juſtified, and made their Boaſts of 
what they had done. Had it been a meer ſudden 
ſurprize that had drawn into ſuch Carriage, tho it 
would nor therefore have been juſtiſiable, yet it would 
have been leſs Criminal; and the ſuddenneſs of the 
Temptation would have calFd for ſome Compaſſiori; 
upon the account of Humane Infirmiry = Bur the per- 
fitting in it, and vindicating ir, and/boaſting' of it, 
made it much the more Wen ufable. They Sid, 7 
' 5 t 
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the Lord h glorified ; and argu'd, that what they had 

if done was for the Glory of GOD, and the Good of 

tl their Church, and the Common Good, They plead- 

in ed that they had good and ſolid Grounds for their 

1 Proceeding, in ſcqueſtrjng themſelves from theſe Ser- 

|; | 4 vants of GOD, and caſting them out ; and urg d chat 
[ 


herein they did a piece of Service that was acceptable 
to GOD, and for the Honour of his Name. 

Or elſe we may take this Saying in the Text, La 
0 the Lord be glorified, for an inſulting Scoff, and an 
1 ä intimation, That when theſe Angry Brethren treated 
'F the upright Servants of GO D fo contempruouſly, 
i they would afterwards jear and mock them, and ay, 
105 Let God be gloriſied in your deliverance and reſcue; 


1 | Let him help you if he fees good. We not only 
ly | Pol. xlii. meet with ſomething of this Nature in David's Cafe, 
li 3. now and then hinted at, but it was expreſs d by thoſe 
ff | who were ſo deſperately fer againft our Bleſſed Savi- 


5 dur. When the implacable Fews had nail d him to 
bt Mat. xxvii his Croſs, They mock'd him, and ſaid, He truſted in God, 
123. let him deliver him now, if he will have him. So it is 
| intimated in the Text before us, that when theſe 
Zealous Bigots had compaſs d their defign, and caft 
out theſe Servants of GOD who were fixedly bent to 
retain their Integrity, they would freely inſult them, 
and bid them call upon GOD to help them; that GOD 
1 in whoſe Favour they imagin'd themſelves to have ſo 
great à Share; crying out to them, Let him ſhew 
his Power in doing ſomething remarkable for you, if 
[| you are fo much his Favourites; flouting at them for 
J theit Confidence in the Almighty, and expecting that 
1 be would own them, and appear for them, and vin- 
dicate, and eaſe them of their Burthens, and mani- 
feſt himſelf diſpleas d With thoſe, who ſet themſelves 
with all their Might ro expoſe them, and run them 
down. And this argues no ſmall Audaciouſneſa, ad- 
ded to an Unbrotherly Rancour and III-will: Such 
Carriage as this GOD could nor bur reſent, as is in- 
rimared ſufficiently in whar follows, Bur, | 
3. As this Meſſage of GOD ro his People gives 
the Character of their Brerhren, and deſcribes their 
Carriage, fo does it alſo predict a difference, in both 
their Sentiments, as to thoſe from hom they were 
ſo much alienared, and alſo as ro their own Carr 
23 N | age 
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age to them, at the laſt, dcm what they were at 
firſt; for ir declares they ſhould be aſhamed. ; When 
they came at laſt to ſee the Foot of their Accounts, 
they ſhould be {o far from pleadin for the. Temper 
they had diſcover d, or juſtifying their Carriage, that 
they ſhould freely acknowledge their Miſtake, and 
be truly concern d, and haye their own. Hearts, re- 
proaching them for Acting in ſo very | nbrothezly a 
manner. They ſhall be aſhamed, ſays the Prophet. 4- 
ſbam d of all their hard Words and Speeches, and 
contemptuous Treatment; and rhe more 4 d by 


how much the forwarder they were before to inſum 


and triumph. He iafifatcs, chat the Time would 
come when they ſhould be convinc'd that things had 
another Tendency than they apprehended; and 4- 
ſham'd of their Self. ſufficiency, their  Stiffpels,;agd 
narrow Spiritedneis, their doing ſo much to weaken 
the Hands of their hearty Friends, and ſtrengthen 
the Common Enemy ; and their running the hazard 
of Loſing all, rather than not have their Wills upon 


. 


choſe, who aim d ar nothing bus the keeping « Conſes- Aft xxiy- 
boy 


ence void of Offence, toward: God, and towards Men, 
And this is the plain im of this Meſſage | of 
GOD ro his People, as it refers ro their Angry Bre- 
thren. But then, irs ett 
IL. Ir refers alſo to the People of GOD themſelves, 
to thoſe that were his Faithful and Upright Servants, 
GOD here ſends a ſpecial Meſſage to them as Suffer- 
ers, and as Sufferers in a Good Cauſe ; and that nor- 
withſtanding all the Contempt of their diſturbed Bre- 
thren, who could not think themſelves ſecure till they 
were Branded. Men might coum chem Hypoccires,and 
repreſent them as making a great ſtir, about a Trifle, 
and pretending one thing while another was intend- 
ed, and unduly magnifying the Hardſhips they met 


with: But in the mean time GOD, who ſeerh nos , 4 Sam. xvi. 
Man ſeeth, intimates by his Prophet that rhey were 7- 


his Confeſſors, and He would . own them as ſuch. 
All of them are ſuppos d to ſhare in the Diſtreſs, and 


Reproach, and Hardſhip indur d, tho' nos all alike. 
Some ſuffer d more immediately, but all by Sympa- 
thy; and upon account of the Contempt that was 


caſt upon their Principles. In this Caſe there is a 
Meſſage ſent them from hy Grew CVD. 2 85 
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Comfort and Counſel 
GOD to whom they {were ſo concern'd ro approve 
themſelves, and in whom they had ſo much teaſon to 
Confide; a Meſſage which contains a moſt fuirable 
and ſeaſonable, and refreſhing Cordial. God, ſays the 
Prophet, ha appear to your Foy. He not only de- 
clares that this might be, but He gives them a Pro- 
miſe of it. He promiſes them Foy, under their Re- 


1 
- 


proach, conſidering npon hat Account it was that 


they were expos d to it; and Foy upon their Delive- 
rance from it, when a new and brighter Scene ci 
things ſhonid open upon them. And the Foy promi- 
{ed on their fide, he oppoſes xo the Shame foretold on 
the other ſide, ſo as to . their Caſe upon the 


whole as much more eligible of the two, in a ratio- 


nal Eſtimation, upon a fair and equal Compariſon: 
He had been upon this comparative view before, in 
the Chapter next foregoing, in theſe remarkable 


Chap. Ixv. Words; Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, behold my Ser- 
v. 13, 14. ant, ſhall cot, but ye ſhall be hungry : behold, my Ser- 


/ 


vants ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be thirſty : behold, my Ser- 


vnnts ſoall rejoyce, bur ye ſhall be aſpam d: Behold, my 
Servants ſhall ſing for Fey of Heart, but ye ſpall cry for 


Sorrow of Heart. And he here returns to it again: 
And the intimation of ſuch a difference as this, which 
they might warrantably depend upou, might juſtly 
fill them with no ſmall Foy beforehand. It could not 
but much Chear and Comfort them under whatſoe- 
ver they indur d, to be aſſur d, that G O D had other 
Thoughts of them than their Brethren. And when 
the time ſhould come that ſuch a difference was actu- 
ally made, it could not but inflame them with Foy, to 
find their Integrity ſo clear d and vindicared, and re- 
warded, by him, to whom they were ſo concern'd to 


approve themſelves. They could not but reckon this 


an abundant amends for all the Hardſhips and Inſults 
they had met with. And then in the Laſt place, 
III. This Meſſage alſo refers to the Bleſſed G OD 
himſelf, whoſe appearing it is intimated, ( tho” the 
way and manner of it is not particularly expreſs'd') 
ſhov!d make as great a difference as this amounts tg 
in the Caſe of thoſe concern'd : He ſhall appear, ſays 
the Prophet, and that to purpoſe : He ſhall do it like 
himfelf : He ſhall not always keep ſilence, or ſeem 
unconcern d; No, He aſſures them, that the 88 
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G O D who was well acquainted with their Sinceri- 
ry, under all rhe Reproaches which they mer with 
and who obſerv'd all the Bitterneſs of their Brethren 
againſt them, would certainly in his own Way and 
Time appear, and manifeſt himſelt, and ſhew his 
Power in their Favour, and to the rolling away of 
all their Reproach, and the convincing and ſilencing, 
and ſhaming their unkind and angry Brethren, 

And being thus led into the General Senſe and Im- 
pore of the Text, we may ccnfider it either Hijtori- 
cally or Dottrinally. | 


— 


1. We may confider it H:iftorically. And if We 
would find out the Time or Seaſon that 1s particular- 
ly here intended we muſt keep Four Things in our 
Eye, and at once take in the Character of che Per- 
ſons concern d, their different Deportment, the Ap- 
pearance that is promis d, and the Retribution that is 
rhrearen'd: | N 

1. The different Cqaracters of the Parties con- 
cern'd are to be minded. On the one hand ſtands 
thoſe who tremble at the Word ef God, and are remark- 
able for ſo doing; making that the juſt Meaſure of 
their Conduct, as conceiving no need of improving 
meer Humane Additions; and who are at the ſame 
time for Loving all that bear the Image of GOD, as 
far as they can diſcern it, and embracing all that ap- 
pear to have any thing of GOD or true Goodneſs in + 
them: On the other, ſtand ſuch as have a zeal of God, Rom. i. 2. 
but not according to knowledge, and a great concern for 
the Exrernals-of Religion who are at the ſame time 
remarkable for deſpiſing their Brerhren, for differing 
from them in leſſer Matters, while the much greater 
Things wherein they agreed with them, and on ac- 
count of agreeing with them in which, they oughr to 
have born them an hearty Affection, are compara- 
tively overlookꝭ d and paſs'd by. They are for caſti 
out others, and having no concern with them, un 
they would inrirely fall in with them; and are ſor 
monopolizing Spiritual and Civil Privileges to them- 
ſelves, and thoſe of their own Stamp, and Spirit, and 
Way. Two ſuch Parties as theſe muſt be found out, 

fore we can with any aſſuranee determine the time 


chat this Text intends; if it be Niſtoricalh 3 


= 
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| 2. The different Deportment of theſa two Parties, 
is alſo to be conſider d: The one reckoning that 
GOD would be moſt glorify d, and his Honour moſt 
ad vancd by a Conformity to his Holy Nature and 
Will, moſt earneſtly aim at that, and ſtudy to be his 
Children in Light and Love; and are for heartily 
embracing all as Brethren, who agree in the fame 
Head, and the fame Foundartion-Principles, and a 
ſuitable Practiſe : Whereas the other are ſtill crying 


and boaſting of its material Structure, and pompous 
Service, and thereupon ſetting a great value upon 
themſelves ; while in the mean time, they deſpiſe 
and inſult GO D's Living Temples, and are as narrow 
in their Charity, as in their Views they are ſelfiſh ; 
repreſenting it, roo commonly, to be as great a Schiſm 

ro divide from them, inorder to a greater conformi 
to the Will of G OD, as it would be in any of choſe 
who ſided with them, ro wander from the known 
Paths of Piety and Purity, if not greater, and more 

to be deteſted. ' | 
3. The Divine Appearance, which is promis d, is 
ſ diſtinctly to be conſider d; This muſt have fomething 
vi in it that ſhall be remarkable, becauſe ir is deſign d to 
þ ſerve ſuch a Purpoſe as GO D's diſcovering his diffe- 
rent Reſentment of ſuch Characters and ſuch Car- 
riage reſpectively. It muſt be ſome ſuch diſplay of 
G O D's Power, and other Perfections, as ſhall be 
found fignally to diſcountenance Formaliry and Bigo- 
try, and a narrow Party-Spirit in Religion, and re- 
vive real Purity, and general Charity, and diffuſe and 

ſpread. them in the World. | 

4. The Retribution. that is threaten d, muſt alſo 
be taken in, and that is Shame: Shame in proporti- 
on to'the Nature and Aggravations of the foregoing 
Miſtakes and Follies. And the Prophet feems plainly 
ro intimate, that this Shame ſhould be produc d by 
ſome uncommon, unexpected Deſolation , which 
ſhould give a new and different Turn to their 
Thoughts from what they had before; for he de- 
clares in the very next Verſe, that they ſhould be 
ſtopꝰd in their Career, by a Voice of Noiſe from the City, 
a Voice from the Temple, a Voice of the Lord, that ren- 
dreth Recompence is vn Enemies. This, to be ſure, 
points 
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points ar ſomething very remarkable in the Retribu- 
tion intended; and fignifies, I hat the Conviction 
that would be p:oduc'd of the unſuirableneſs of their 
foregoing Carriage would not be more ſurprizing, 
than the way in which it would be produc'd. 
There would be a Voice of Noiſe ; it would come on 
2 ſudden when it it was little expected; it would be 
general, there would be a Noiſe from every part; it 
would be rhe Voice of the Lord, and generally heard 
It would reach not only the City, but the Temple too; 
that Temple of which theſe Formaliſts ſo much glo- 
ried, and in which they pur ſo much Confidence. 
He intimates. That Noiſe of Deſolation and Con- 
fuſion ſhould be heard, even there, Where they thought 
themſelves ſafeſt, and out of all danger. 

Putting all theſe things together, we may, I think, 
be help'd without much difficulty to paſs a Judgment 
as to the accompliſnment of this Prediction. 

Grotins, and ſome others with him, refer the ful- 
filling of this Prophecy, to the time of Antiochus; and 
fay, that GOD here promis'd to the upright Fews, 
who adher'd to the High-Prieſt Onzas, in Oppoſition 
to Faſon and Menelaus, that Judas Maccabeus ſhould 
ſtand up in their defence, and plead their Cauſe, and 
ſettle their Church and Nation uqon a ſtable Bottom; 
the Hiſtory of which may be read in Foſephys. 

Some think, the threatning in this Context refers 
to all the Evils and Calamities which GOD brought 
upon the degenerate and obſtinate Fews by the Chal- 
deans ; and underſtand the comfortable Promiſe which 
is here given out, of the good which he did for che 
Faithful at their return from Babylon. 

Others apprehending that theſe things fall ſnort of 
anſwering the Propher's account and deſcriprion, con- 
ceive, that We are here pointed to the final Ruin of 
the Jews by the Romans, on one hand, and the great 
things which GOD defign'd in favour of his faith- 
ful Servants, who receiv'd and own'd the Meſſiah 
upon his Appearanee , while ſo many others ſtood 
_— _ him, and rejected him, on the other 


Bur her which to. me appescs the moſt probable 
Opinion, is, That GO is here as it were raking his 
leave of che Old Smagogue z and ſo doing threatens 


his 
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his heavy Judgments on ſuch as were pertinaciouſly 
adhering ro thoſe Rires which He would have ſuper- 
ſeded ; while He promiſes rich Bleſſings to ſuch as 
herein fell in with his Deſign, and embrac'd his Go- 
ſpel under great Diſcouragements and Difficulties; 
For G OD ſeems here freely ro declare ægainſt the 
Fewiſh Rites, and thoſe that were for retaining them. 
He prociaims his Contempr of their Ceremonial Sa- 
crifices, ſaying, He that ills an Ox, i as if he flewa 
Mon; he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cnt off a 
Doz's Neck, &c. He was weary of ſuch kind of Obla- 
tions, and could hear them no longer: Their Unbe- 
lief in the Meſliah ro whom G OD in ſo many ways 
bore Wincis, made the Ceremonial Worſhip, that 
was at firſt of D vine Inſtitution, as odious ro GOD 
as Murder or Idolatry; but they being incurably 
fond of their Ancient Mode of Worſhip, and oppo- 
ſing GOD's Deſign of introducing one much more No- 
ble and Spiritual, He declares, He would bring their 
Fears upon them, they ſhould hear a Voice of Noiſe from 
the City, a Voice f om the Temple ; He would arm the 
Romans againſt them, of whom they were ſo fearful, 
and by their means diſcharge his Wrath upon them, 
and that to the urtermoſt ; and give up their City and 
Temple, as a Prey to the Fury and Avarice of their 
Enemies: Bur in the mean time He promiſes, that 
He would appear in Favour of ſuch as adher'd to his 
Goſpel, whatſoever Sufferings and Hardſhips they 
might be expos d to for ſo doing; He would plead 
their Cauſe, and wipe away their Reproach, and 
manifeſt himſelf on their fide, and inſtead of ſtrait- 
neſs give them inlargement, and a laſting Foy in the 
room of their Heavineſs. And if we rake Matters 
thus, it is abundantly evident, That the Event fully 
anſwer d the Prediction, by the Calamities that be- 
fel the Jews, fome time aſter our Bleſſed Lord's 
Crucifixion, and the great things which GOD did ro 
ſupplant Fudaiſm and fix and ſettle true Chriſtianity 
in the World. Bur, 0 


2. Beſides the Primary and Hiftorical Reference 
of the Text, it may alſo be conſider'd Dotrinally, 
and as ir may be accommodated to the People of 
GOD ia any Age for their Inſtructien and Admoni- 

| | tion. 


— 


to PRO TESTANT-DissENT ERS. 17 


tion, And 10 it very naturally leads us to 1uch Re- 
marks as thele : 

1. Thar ſuch as tremble at the Nerd of G OD, are 
the fitteſt to hear it, and the moſt likely ro improve 
by ir. Theſe are Perſons that GO D ſets a Value up- 
on: He /ooks to ſuch, in ſuch a manner as He does not 
to others; They are peculiarly dear ro GO D. Let 
them be ever ſo poor, or low, or deſpis'd ; tho' their 
Number be ſmall, and their ourward Appearance 
mean, tho' they have not many Mighty or Noble a- 
mongſt them, few or none of the great Ones of the 
World to ſtand by them; yet as long as this Chara- 
cter belongs to them, That they tremble at the Nord 
of Ged, He locks ro them with delight and pleaſure; 
they ſtand in his Secret the moſt of any, and have 
the moſt of his Preſence, and the moſt of his Spirit 
with them, of any Perſons whatſoever. To ſuch, 
G OD will communicate the moſt of Himſelf. Let 
Perſons have ever ſuch a value for themſelves upon 
the account of their Privileges, if they don't tremble 
at the ord, GOD regards them nor. 'Tho' they give 
him ever ſo many fine Words, and pay him pompous 
Services, yer if they don't tremble at by Word, He 
and they have no real viral Intercourſe. Their hav- 
ing the Word of G O D founding ever ſo often in 
their Ears, their taking ever ſo much pains in ordex 
to a diſtinct underſtanding it, their giving it ever ſo 
ample Commendation, will do them but little Ser- 
vice; 'tis only ſuch as tremble at it, that have the de- 
fign'd Benefit by it: GO D's ſpecial Manifeſtations 
are to ſuch as tremble at his Nord. Others are not 
capable of them, they are not qualify'd for them. 
To them that are difpos'd to bow down and ſubmit 
with Reverence, and yield a free and ready Obedi- 
ence, is the Word moſt directly apply d; and to them 
ir is moſt ſuired : They are ſuch as tremble at the 
Ford, that are the fitteſt for ſuch Divine Comforts, 
as are here promis d; They'd be bur thrown away 
upon others; they are not capable of them, they 
could not reliſh them, they'd rather do them hurt 


3 


1 than good. It would be a moſt happy thing, if we 
15 had à conſiderable number of ſuch Perſons among 
os, vs; it will be happy for us, if we can approve our- 
ni- ſelves of that gumber. This is what we me alto 

. NN 
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cernd to mind. We are often engag'd in hearing the 
Word, but if we don't tremble at it, we have little 
Reaſon to expect it ſhould profitus. Let us learn 
to tremble at the Mord of God, if we would ſecure his 
Preſence with us, and his Appearance in our Favour. 
Ler us have an inward Veneration for it, let us take 
it as 4 Lamp unto our Feet, and a Light unto cur Paths, 
and pay it a thouſand fold more Reſpect than the 
Judgments, or Deciſions, or Counſels of Men; and. 
let us not allow ourſelves to go againſt it in any 
thing, if we expect it ſhould afford us Comfort in a 
time of Trouble. And ler us, as we have good Rea- 
my fon, count that an happy Providence, whatever may 
161A be the Deſign of the Agents, and tho' it may upon o- 
18 ther Accounts have ever ſo diſcouraging or threatning 
1 an Aſpect, that has but this Effect upon us, to bring 
37 . us to tremble at the Nord of Ged, and regard, and 
yield to, and follow it, more than we did before. 


Pſa). cxix, 
fog, 


Wt i; 2. Another Dotrinal Inſtruction which rhe Text Le 
iff affords us, is this, That the moſt upright Servants of ga 
G OD may be hated by their Brethren, and be unde- ye 

| | ſervedly caſt out by them, and that for God's Name ſake Ir 
1 roo, We have Hints of this, at the very beginning m 
| of our Bibles, where we are told, that Cain hated th 

Abel, and Eſau did the like by Faceb ; and we find rhe cr 

fame Spirit at work, more or leſs, all along till we th 

come to the latter end of them. St. Paul compares ru 

N things under the Old Teſtament, and the New toge- M 
2308 Gal. 4.29, ther in this reſpect, and tells us, That &« then, he that ge 
„ 1 born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was born af- A 
. ter the Spirit, even ſo it is now. And we throwing in al 
11 the Experience of the ſeveral Ages that have run out 1 
ith fince, in Conjunction with what we find and feel in vi 
1 , our own Times, may further add, Thar ſo it has w 
1 been from that Day to this, and fo it is ſtill. And 2 
3s indeed no other is ordinarily ro be expected. The m 
faithful Servants of GOD have not only open Ene- Il 

| x mies to contend with, but have reaſon to look for Vi 
Fi Aſſaults, even from thoſe that under the Bonds of B 
{i 1 the ſame Covenant with themſelves, and ſo ought to a 
7198 cheriſh a Brotherly Affection ro them. They are not tl 
114 to be ſurpriz d if they have II- will bern them, even 11 
11584 for their Strictneſs and Conſcientiouſneſs, which 1s h 


. repreſented as an over Niceneſs, and a * 
* F; | cru- 
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g the Scrupulolity. And yet ic's Natural for the Trouble 


little that is hereby accaſion d, to be the greater becauſe 

learn they are Brethren that dothis. Ir was foretold by our 

re his Lord himſelf, that ir ſhould be thus. He ſigniſies to 

our, his Diſciples, That they ſhould be reviled, and have Matth. v. 
s take all manner of evil ſpoken againſt them faiſly, for his ſake. 17. 

Paths, And his Apoſtle thereupon cries our, 1f ye be reproach- 1 Pet. iv. 
in the ed for the Name of Chriſt, happy are ye ; for the Spirit 14: 

; and. F God and of Glory reſteth upon you : On their part he is Heb. xi. 36 
1 any wil ſpoken of ; but on our part he is glorified, Andthere- 

tina fore cruel Mockings, are brought in as no mean part 


Rea- of the Sufferings of GO D's Confeſſors: And we 


may ſiould none of us think that any new or ſtrange thing 1 
on o- happens to us, if we in our Turn, have a taſte of F 
tning ſuch Treatment. | 
bring 3. A third Doctrinal Inſtruction which the Vext 
and affords, is this; That when Perſons act very irregu- 9 
larly and uncharitably, they yer may ſay, Let the 1 
Text Lord be glorified z they may run into great Extrava- h 
rs of gancies under the influence of a miſguided Zeal, and - 
nde- yer fancy they are honouring GOD all the while, 1 
» ſake Ir is indeed an affecting thing to conſider, What Cri- N | 
ning minal Actions Perſons may run into, thinking that f 
ated their doing them for the Glory of G OD will conſe- q; 
d rhe crate them; and not only excuſe them, bur make 1 
ll we them laudable and praiſe-worthy ; and of how infa- - | 
bares ruating a nature fiery- Zeal often proves, blinding 10 
toge - Men to that degree as to bring them to take evil for 5 
that good, and good for Evil. One would wonder how ſuch 4 


1 af- a thought could ever enter into the Minds of Reaſon- i; 
ig in able Creatures, as that which our Saviour mentions, | 
| Out That by kiiling their Brethren they ſhould do God ſer- john xvi ' 
in vice; and yet He tells his Diſciples, that ſuch a — ITY 

has would come. And if Men may be hurry'd by their | 
And « Zeal to kill their Brethren with a good Deſign, much | 


The more may they be influenc'd to lower Inftances of 
Ene- III-will to their Neighbours, and yer think they do 
fort very well, and deſerve Commendation, rather than 
s of Blame. If Men indeed would be prevail'd with to 
it co allow it to be poſſible for them to be miſtaken in 
not their Fits of Zeal, and not unlikely for them to be 
ven in the wrong when Heat tranſports them, it might 
h 1s help to preſerve them: but this is a Point that is not 


Fably gain dof ſome. They fancy, that What they do in 
Sar nnd their 


20 Comfort and Counſel 
their Fury is for the Honour of GOD, and think thats 
enough. Bur, alas! what Service can it in any caſe 
be ro GOD, to beſpatter, and injure, and bear hard 
upon others? Its very likely it may be ſaid, That it 

| will ſerve the Church upon Occaſion, and ſo promote 

Wi rhe Cauſe q GOD ; which is a thing that is highly 

deſirable. But 1 doubt, in the final ifſue, it will be 
found, that that Church or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 
had little of GOD in it, that found a need of Un. 
brotherly Methods to ſupport it; and that that Church 
will not eaſily obtain the Divine Approbation, which 
was for caſting out ſuch as G OD himſelf receives, 

Let it then affect us (for it certainly ought) to think 

ö that Perſons ſnould entertain a fancy of glorifying 

1438 *  G OD, by thole very Methods, by which they highly 

(19008 diſhonour him. Let us remember, that Hypocriſy 

4:38 and falſe Zeal, are the common Artendants of a Per- 

3 ſecuting Spirit, and were fo, both under the Old Te- 
ſtament and the New. Formaliſts have ſtill been De- 

F ſpiſers and Haters of GOD's moſt Upright Servants, 

bit; and uſing the Name of GOD as a cover, have given 

118% their Malevolence, the Nameof Zeal for G O D and 

1 his Church ; ſecking with that, as with a Blind, to 

11 impoſe upon themſelves and others: But GOD will 

1 take care of hisown Gtory; and not ſuffer it always 

0 ro be abus'd with impunity. 3 5 

5 4. The laſt Doctrinal Inſtruction afforded by thi 

Bl! Text, which I ſhall mention, is this; That when the 

1 Upright Servants of GOD are Hated, and caſt out 

1 by their Brethren, for his Names ſake, they may ſafely 

1 truſt themſelves in his Hands, and leave it to him to 

15883 plead their Cauſe, humbly hoping, that ſooner or la- 

. ter, He will appear to their Foy, and ſo as to make their 

„ | Enemies aſham d. The Nature of GOD, may much. 

145 incourage this Hope; for tho' He is flow to Anger, 

41 yet He is peculiarly inclin'd to right ſuch as are inju- 

„ riouſly dealt with. The Promiſe of GOD, may allo 

Luke xii. 1ncourage this Hope; Fear net, little Hoch, ſays our 
bo Saviour, it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 
Kinzdim, And when G O D has conferr'd his Hea- 

venly Kingdom above upon his Servants, they will 

moſt afſuredly be clear'd from all Aſperſions, unjuſtly 

cat upon them by their unkind Brethren ; nay, they 

N:gtl be clear'd before, and in this Life too, if Gor 
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{ee jr needful. His Honour is ſometimes concern'd 
that it ſhould be fo ; and when that is the Caſe, we 


may be aſſur d it will be ſo. For the oppreſſion of the Pſal. xii. 5. 


Poor, for the ſiehing of the Needy, now will TI ariſe, ſaith 
the Lord, I will ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at 


him, For the Lord taketh pleaſure in his People ; He Pſa. cxlix. 
will beautify the Meek, with Salvation. And all Men 4. 

ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the Norł of God; for they ſhall Pſal. Ixiv. 
wiſely conſider of his Doings. Tye Righteous ſhall be glad 9, 10. 


in the Lord, and ſhall truſt in him, and all the upright 
in Heart ſhall glory. | 

Without proceeding any farther in General Inſtru- 
ctions, I ſhall now come down to Particulars, and 
make Inquiry, How far this Meſſage which GO D 
ſent hererofore ro his Faithful Servants by the Pro- 
pher, is without Force and Violence, applicable ro 
Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, in the Circumſtances 
which they are now in. And thar we may the berter 
judge of this, it is requifite that we ſhould diftin- 
Lulih between the Caſe that is here deſcrib'd, and 
the poſitive Prediction that is annex d. Upon an 
exact comparing of Circumſtances, I conceive, it 
won't need much Pains to prove, that the Caſe that is 
here deſcrib'd, is very agrecable to the preſent Caſe 
ol Conſcientious Diſſenters from the Ecclefiaſtical Na- 
tional Conſtitution in South-Britain. And if fo, it 
will be bur a natural and juſt Conſequence, That tho 
the latter part of the Text be not applicable to them, 
as a direct Prophetical Prediction; it yet may con- 
tribute to their Support and Relief, while they faith- 
tully perſiſt in the Way of their Duty. 

The Premiſes being conſidet d, I think, I may very 
ſafely aſſert, That the preſent Caſe of Conſcientious Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters among us, is very agreeable with the 
Caſe deſcrib'd in the Text. This Agreement runs thro 
all rhe Particulars which are mention'd ; For they 
tremble at God's Mord, they are hated by their Brethron, 
and they are caſt out too, and thar, for God's Name's 
ſake ; and they who treat them in this Unbrotherly 
manner, very commonly ſay, Let the Lord be glorify d. 
It is hard to conceive a greater Harmony, or a more 
exact Correſpondence in ſo many ſeveral Articles. 
And this deſerves to be carefully obſery'd. 8 


1. Con- 


. EEE HC WES LDH CR 


2 _ -—_— 


— 


— 
i 


2 . 
a FR} _ -- A 


I 


3 


ab bac i Ee ADS 
* — N — 


-» = 4 


"— . 


-_ — = 


£454. 44, es -4 
„ „4 „ 3 * 


/ 


7. 


— - 
22 Comfort and Counſe_. 


1. Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, do as really» 
as thoſe ſpoken ofin the Text, tremble at the Word of 
God. I would not here be miſtaken. I don't ſay, that 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters do it; I heartily wiſh they 
did: Iam ſure if they all did, and did ir more, it 
would be better for them, and they would have the 

| lefs reaſon to be concern'd at the IIl-will of others, 
and might have the more ground to truſt in God. But 
I am free to acknowledge (tho I cannot do it with- 
out Concern) that even we have too many among us, 
that can ſlight and neglect, and ſleep under, and trifle 
with the Word of GOD, as if it were of no account, 
as boldly as their Neighbours, that make no ſuch 
Prerences as they do; The Good LORD awaken 
and amend them. Nor do I on the other hand pre- 
tend, that none of the Inhabitants of this Land do 
tremble at the Mord of God, but ſuch as are Diſſenters; 
I abhor any ſuch uncharitable Thought. I am very 
well ſatisfy'd, that there are many in the Eſtabliſph d 
Church of England, that have as true and fincere a 
Veneration for the Word of God as any Perſons what- 
ſoever. All that I aſſert, is, That the Character gi- 
ven in the Text, does truly belong to Conſcientious gers, 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and as truly to them as to any. 1mag 
Which I take to be very plain, ſince it is becauſe they lerv' 

Jo much ſtand in awe of the Word of God, that they are FR 

ſo afraid of Ecclefiaſtical Impoſitions, which they * 
cannot find, that the Word will warrant; and it is of it. 
upon that Acconnt that they are expos d. I readily - Jo 
grant indeed, that we ht valu'd God's Word, nor the ſ 
trembled at it, ſo much as we ſnould have done; and our b 
for that we have cadſe ro be humbled ; and per- that 
2 haps this may be one Reaſon, why GOD has ſeen Com 
fir to rebuke us. But ſtill, this Character more truly ¶ Jield 
belongs to none, than it does to ſome among us. And ſons 
tho this is often turn d to ous Reproach ; yer I rake che C 
it to be our Happineſs ; the more we have of this Year 
Temper among us, the better is the Prognoſtick. MW ” efuſ 
This is what may very juſtly yield us Comfort upon dot 4 
Reflection, tho we fhould upon that Account be pr 
cenſur'd and traduc d. F of th. 
2. The Diſſenters have been Hated by their Bre- 3nd < 
thren ; and ſtill are ſo by too many. This admits of {© ment 
ſo flagranr Proof, that I cant fee bow it _ 7 . 

eny'd. 
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deny d, or even conteſted. Whence elle is it, that 
they ſhould ſo often both from the Pulpir and Preſe, 


| be repreſented as Enemies to the Church, in common 


with the Papiſts * ? Can there be any want of Il|-will, * See Re. 
where Men take ſuch a Liberty? But how can this flections 
hold, or be reconcil'd with Truth > For how can on the 
they be Enemies to the Church, who agree with Her Preſent 
in Her Doctrinal Articles, and in all Efſentials of |Cſture 
Worſhip, and in concern for a Reformation of Man- ? Afﬀairs, 
ners, and inevery thing by which the Church of Eng-? 13 
land is diſtinguiſh'd from the Church of Rome ? How with ma. 
can they be Enemies to the Church, who agree with ny of the 
Her in every thing that is Neceflary to make Men lateangry 
good Chriftians, or good Subjects, or good Neigh- Sermons 
bours, or help them forward in the way to Heaven? and Pam- 
And yer, is it not a ſign of Hatred, that after all we phlets. 
muß often be repreſented as Common Enemies to the 

Church with the Papiſts > Nay, that it ſhould often be 
repreſented as more eligible to go over to rhe Papiſts 

than the Diſſenters? And is it not a ſign of Hatred, 

that we muſt upon all Occaſions be miſrepreſented, 

charg'd with Things to which we are utter Stran- 

gers, branded as unfit ro be Truſted, and have all 
imaginable Contempt pour'd upon us, as if we de- 

ſervd no Confideration or Regard, either from our 
Superiours or Equals ? If this does not ſhew Hatred, 

1 would be hard in any Caſe to give good Proof 

of it. 


\ The Diſſenters, and thoſs who have Acted upon 
rhe ſame Principles with them, have alſo been caſt 
eut by their Brethren, and that again and again; and 
that for trembling at Ged's Word, and refuſing ſuch 
Compliances as they could not perceive they could 
yield ro, without Sin. Many eminently Pious Per- 
{ons were for ſcrupling ſtrict Conformity, caſt out when 
the Canons took place in 1603, and many ſeveral 
Years afterwards were caft out of their Churches for 
refuſing to read the Book of Sports; their Conſciences 
not allowing them that way to give publick Liberty 
to profane the Lord's-Day. And many were caſt ont 
of the Land into America, by Eccleſiaſtical Rigours 
and Severities. And have we not had various Eject- 
ments fince the Reſtauration in 1660? Were nor 
rwo Thouſand as valuable Goſpel-Miniſters, 0 moſt 
ations 
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are as hearty as any for the God of their Country; 


Nations ever produc'd, in 1662, (now juſt 50 Years 
ago) caſt out of their Churches, and driven into Cor- 
ners ? And were not a number of Worthy Perſons at 
that Time, or rather the Year before, cat out of the 
Magiſtracy in all parts of the Land, becauſe rhey 
would not declare their utter Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation of a certain Principle, without the Help 
of which we had never been Bleſsd with the late 
Glorious Revelution, (which I hope we ſhall never for. 


et) nor with a Proteſtant Queen ar preſent on the 


Throne, nor with our future Hopes from a Proteſtant 
Sacceſſion Legally ſettled, which is our Comfort, and 
our Enemies Terror, and may it be ever ſo. And 
were not our Miniſters afterwards caſt out of Corpo- 
rations, and all Places where they mighr be likely to 
pick up a Subſiſtance for themſelves and their Fa- 
milies ? And were not both they and their Families, 
for many Years together caſt eut of the Protection 
of the Law, and left ro be impriſon'd and worry'd, 
and beggar'd, at the Pleaſure of thoſe who generally 
had as little of Humanity or Compaſſion, as they 
had of Chriſtianity or real Religion? And tho' we 
had at laft a Legal Toleration granted us, for which 
we are verythankful ro GOD, and our Governours, 
yet were we not caſt out with Contempt by the Cen- 
vocation in 1689, when we had a Prince uron the 
Throne, that had it much at Heart to heal our Brea- 
ches and compoſe our Differences, by means of ſuch 
Conceſſions as would have diſcover'd a Brotherly 
Tenderneſs? And are not Proteſtant Diſſenters now 
caſt out from all Places of Profit and Truſt, unleſs 


they'll quit their Principles, and entirely fall in with 


the Publick Eftabliſhmenr ? 

Theſe are hard Things, If the Agents in them, 
had been the Patients, they'd have thought them ſo. 
They are Things which we apprehend, we have no 
ways deſerv'd. And it cannot be wondred if they 
grate the more, and cut the deeper, becauſe they don't 
come from Strangers or Aliens, but Bretheren : From 


thoſe who profeſs the ſame Faith with us, and adhere 


ro the ſame Rule of Life ; Men of the ſame Religion, 
and the ſame Civil Intereſt too; Men that have been 
convinc d, that they whom they treat in this manner, 
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and 10 Steady, that they could never yet, either 
e Wheedled or Threatened into the betray ing it. 


or- 5 
SAT Again, 3 | : 

the 4. Have they not been thus caſt out for God's Names 
ey ade? For where is the Man that can charge us with 


Je. ay ching Criminal, and ſupport his Charge with i 
roof ? What Occaſion can they find againſt us, that Dan. vi. 5. 
ate are Diſſenters, except concerning the Law of cur God? 

or. Which was Daniel's Caſe. Is not what is ſuffer'd 

the ir the ſake of a good Conſcience, ſuffer d for God's 

ant Names ſake 2 It has indeed been often ſaid, Thar the ; 
nd i bas been eluded, and Hypocriſy countenanc d, k 
nd Wy the Occaſional Conformity of tuch as have nor Con- | 
po. {Word for a conſtancy. But was not the Law intend- 1 
ro Ned, Originally delignd ro keep out Papriſts, rather | 
pa- Mtn Proteſtants? And when the removal of that Law, 
ies, NVould have let in the Papiſts, were nor the Diſſenters, 
ion Necnerally ſpeaking (a very few only being excepted) 
d, actire and induſtrious to hinder the Repealing it, 
oy any Men of their Capacity, in the Nation? And 
1ey bow could there be any Hypocriſy, cr the leaft ſcans, L 
we al ro Religion in it, for Men to do what they al- | 
ich Nas held to be Lawful, and what they actually did 1 
irs, = ſome times, meerly ro ſhew their Charity under ö 
n. cheir Diſſent, when it was (how juſtly or reaſonably ; 
he WW <nquire not) requir'd that they ſhould do it for the 


ca- Le of an Office? Why then muſt the Diſſenters be q 

ich un down with ſuch a Vehemence for that, which L 

rly Riad they meerly conſulted their Intereſt as a Party, . 

W they muſt from the firſt have altogether forbora ? : 

eſs Ierthe Matter be ſcarch'd, ro the bottom, and (ba- " 

ich Ig che Imprudences of particular Perſous, which I | 
rretend not to account for) the Contempt they have | 

m, this way fallen under, will be found to owe its rife to x 

ſo. weir not falling in with the Church, Eſtabliſhed by - b 

no law; againft which, after the utmoſt ſearch they N 

ey Ian make, Conſcience reclaims, for fear they ſhould 8 

n't by ſo doing abett and , ſupport unſcriptural Impoſiti- 

0 ors. I cannot fee, but that their being this way ex- 

re poled, is as much for God's ſale, as any Ręproach ot 

on, Hardſhip that was endur'd in the Primitive Times, 

en upon the Account of a Conſcientious Refuſal ro joyn 

er, Judaiſm and Chriſtianity together, exen when they 
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Comfort and Counſel 


did not ſtick at being occaſionally preſent at Fewiſh 
Worſhip. And yet, once more; : 

5. When Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters have 
been treated moſt contemptuouſly, their Angry Br. 
ehren have ſtill ſaid, Let the Lord" be glorify'd. It has 
been'the uſual Plea, That the Reſtraints that have been 
laid upon them, and the Difference that has been 
made between them and others, have been in order 
to their Conviction, and for the Common Good; for 
the ſtrengthening of rhe Church, and the ſecuting of 
that from Danger: And when they have been brought 
under new Difficulties and Hardſhips, it has been no 
unheard of thing for thoſe who were the Occafion of 
them, to ſay, in an inſulting ſcoffing way, If that 
which you are ingag'd in, be the Cauſe of G OD, 
let him appear for you. Let us ſee when, and how He 

ill own you, and what mighty things He will do 
in your faveur ? Such ſort of Language we have been 

us d to; and we have no occafion to labour for an 
Anſwer. No other return is needful than this, That 
we can leave that to G OD. However, the uſual. 
neſs of ſuch Language in our Caſe, as well as that in 
the Text, makes the Parallel the plainer. And in 
reallity, it was the exactneſs of the Correſpondence, 
that was my Inducement to chooſe theſe Words for a 
Subject of Diſcourſe, 

Taking it then for granted, That our Caſe as.Di/- 
ſenters, anſwers the Deſcription here given by rhe 
Prophet, of the Cafe of thoſe ro whom he was to 

bring a comfortable Meſſage from GO D, I ſeem to 
myſelf, to have from hence a very fair Occaſion to 
apply myſelf a little freely and ſeriouſly ro Three 
ſeveral ſorts of Perſons. 


I. To our Brethren of the Church of England. 


I. To ſuch as us'd ro Worſhip GO D among the 
Diſſenters 5 bur forſake us now, and wholly fall in 
with the Eftabliſh'd Church, ro ſave themſelves from 
Contempt and Hazard. And, 


III. To ſuch as are determin d to continue Conſci- 
enrious Proteſtant Diſſonters, wharſoever their being 
io may expoſe them ry. 
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to PROTESTANT-DiSSENTERE. 


Should any be ſurpriz d that I ſhould pretend 928 ; 
te 


ply myſelf ro thoſe of che firſt and ſecond ſort, wh 
there is little likelihood, have any ſuch within Hear- 
ing:Ican in return, nor only plead my Text, which 
refers to others, tho' they were the People of GOD 
to whom it was immediately directed; haye this 
alſo to ſay, That I know I am ſpeaking to ſome that 
are very able to make a Report of what is ſuggeſted, 
both to one and t'other: And that the things I have 
to offer are ſo much the Subject of Common Conver- 
ſation, that we can hardly any of us be too well pro- 
vided with fit Matter of Diſcourſe upon it. And 


I. I begin with our Brethren of the Church of Eng- 
land, with whom I think we have fair Ground of Ex- 


poſtularing, tho' I would manage it with all the 


Calmneſs in the World. Brethrex. I will call them, 
and as ſuch I will own them (and hope we ſhall all 
do fo) carefully endcavouring to keep up a Brotherly 
Affection to them, whether they will own us, and 
carry it to us as Brethren, Yea, or No. To ſuch I 
would put a few plain, but cloſe and ſerious Queſti- 
ons, which to me appear to deſerve to be confider'd of. 
1. Why ſhould you Hate us? Are we not Bre- 
thren'? Have we not one and the ſame GOD and 
Father, to whom we owe our All, and whoſe Favour 
muſt be our Final Happineſs ? And have we nor one 
and the ſame JESUS CHRIST, the common Savi- 
our to truſt in, and depend upon? And one and the 
ſame Holy Spirit to influence and animare us in am 
Holy Courſe, and from whom we derive all Grace 
and Peace? Are we not of one and the ſame Religi- 
on? For how is it poſſible there ſhould be two diffe- 
rent Religions, where there is the ſame Head, and 
the ſame Viral Spirit; the fame End, and Rule, and 
Proſpect? Has real Viral Religion any concern in 
thoſe things in which the Difference properly lies be- 
tween You and Us ? And will not one and the fame 
Heaven at laſt hold us all? Why then ſhonld yon 
Hate us? Is it a thing becoming? Or can you juſtify 
1 | | 
We can ſolemnly Profeſs, Thar we don't Hate 
you. Tho' we differ from you, and cannot help 


32 


lo, 


doing ſo, and think we have as good 4 Right to do 
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1 Cor. x11. 


1. 


ſo, as you have to differ from us, yet we Honour 
and Love you: We bleſs GOD for your valuable 
Gifts and Endownients,. and can heartily Rejoyce in 
your Uſefalneſs: We rake part in your Happines, 
and ſhould ſenſibly ſhare in your Dangers : Why 
ſhould you then reckon us your Enemies, or carry it 
to us as if we were ſuch? Have we any Friends, 
that are not your true Friends as well as ours? Have 
we any Foreign Intereſt in view, that you can ſup- 
poſe can have any Influence upon us? Have we any 
Prince to bring in, to Support and Head us, from 
whom you have any Averſion? Or have you any 
Enemies that are nor our Enemies as well as yours? 
Should the Rmaniſts carry their Point ( which'GOD 
forbid ) and prevail ro extirpate the Northern Hereſj, 
can you be ſo weak, as to imagine that for any length 
of Time they d make much difference, between 
Conſcientious Church-Men, and Picus Diſſ:nters? And 
tho we in ſeveral Things differ from you, yer do we 
not agree with you in all the Eſſentials of Chriſtia- 
nity? And are we not as Hearty in Oppoſition to 
Popery, and as firm in our Adherence ro Queen 
ANNE, as our Rightful Sovereign, and to the Suc- 
ceſſicn in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover, as any 
Men wharſoever ? Why ſhould you then affect to 
pour Contempt upon us, and ſet us aſide as needleſs 
and uſeleſs Perſons? / | 
Docs not St. Paul's Argument deſerve your Conſi- 
deration? might it not Strike you ? The Eye, lays he, 
cannot ſay unto the Hand I have no need of thee: nor a- 
gain the Head to the Feet, I have no nced of you. And 


if it cannot be ſo in the Body Natural, why ſhould 


it be ſo in the Body Politick 2 And how unſeemly is 
it that there ſnould be any thing like it, in the Myſti- 
cal Body of Chriſt > We contend not with you for 
Pre-eminence : We are ready to allow: you the Pre- 
ference in all reſpects, (care to keep cloſe to the Rule 
of the Word, and Fidelity to the common Intereſt 
only excepred : ) But why muſt we therefore be 
thrown aſide as Uſeleſs > We are ready ro allow you 
to be the Head, while we are but the Feet ; yet ſtill 
tbe Feet are uſeful, and cannot be miſſing in their 
proper Place without great Inconvenience and Pre- 
judice to the whole Body. Why ſhould they be yt 

f 4 remn d, 
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remn'd, becauſe they are not uppermoſt ? In their 
Place they are very ſerviceable: Time may come 
that you may need us: And therefore we beſeech 
you, don't bear too Hard upon us; we won't ſay, 
Leſt Nature ſhould rebel againſt Principle, (you know 
very well whoſe Language that has been) but leaſt 
rhe whole Body ſhould ſufter. | 
2. Is it a Commendation of the Church you be- 
long to, and the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of which 
you are ſo fond, that it is always in Denver, if others 
remain unmoleſted 2 That it cannot be ſecur'd till 
others are born hard upon? What a Church is that, 
hat can bear neither with Nati ves nor Foreigners, 
if they in the leaſt faulter in the ShHibbolethꝰ Is that 
Church to be Boaſted of, that will have little or no re- 
gard to The Communion ef Saints, except what ſhe 


diſcovers by keeping it in her Creed ? Is that Church 


of a right Spirit that cant be ſecure without pouring 


Contempt upon all others ? and withour expoſing a 


Number of Perſons to Want and Beggary, becauſe 
they won't ſtand till to have their Ears boar'd in to- 


ken of perpetual Scrvitude 2 Does not that Church 


expoſe herſelf, that over and over declares ſhe can'r 
be ſecurert, unleſs ſhe gives Meaſures in Matters Poli- 
tical, and is ſupported by Rigour and Severity to- 
wards others? Ir would be juſtly to be wondred at, 
if this ſhould not at length ſtir up enquiring Thoughts 
in thoſe who have any thing of freedom of Spirit left. 
For my part, I ſnould think it as great an Hardſhip 
to be cramp'd in my Affections, as in my Intelle- 
ctuals: And therefore, if I were a ſtated Member of 
ſuch a Church, a Church that cheriſh'd ſuch a Spirit, I 
could not help queſtioning, Whether it did not become 
both a Rational and a Chriſtian Man to deſire to 
breathe in a little freer Air. Again, | 

3. Has it not been publickly and freely own'd, by 
ſome of the moſt Celebrated Writers on the Church 
fide, and Biſhop Stillins#fret *'1n particular; That it 
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was the Remaniſts who ſecretly influenc'd to rhe Ri- Charge to 
gours of King Charles s Reign? And did you ſee ſuch hisClergy 
Bleſſed Fruits of thoſe Proceedings, as to diſern any in his Pri- 
Reaſon for a Deſire to return to them ? Is not this mary Vi- 
what our Eremies would rejoyce in? Shall we &ffer ſitation, 
to cread in the ſame Track as before, hen it is fo Pg. 35. 
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evident that the Danger of Popeiy is as great now as e 
ever; nay, when ſo many even among you your- up 

ſelves publickly Proclaim it to be much Greater? Mi 

ould you not Repent your Deſpiſing theſe w. 

your Brethren, and caſting them out, ſhould you ever fot 

live to ſee things come ro Extremity 2 Was it not rot 

thus after all foregoing Severeties, at the Cloſe of the Sa 

Reign ofthe late King Fames ? Was it not then the de 

common Talk even of thoſe that had born hardeſt lu 

upon the Diſſenters That they had a Tenderneſs ſor th 

them, and were ready to come to 4 Temper towards ſh 

them? Were we not publickly told, that they ſaw a 

+ See t ne! ? P 
"Apology their Errour, F and that if the Church of England after w 
for the ſpe got out of that Storm, ſhould return to hearken to the w 
Church Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſowre Men, ſhe would be abandon'd fa 
of Eng- both of Ged and Man, and would ſet both Heaven and ” 
Jand, with Earth againſt ber? Well! we have fince ſeen how C 
Relatim Mens Thoughts have differ'd in a Storm, and in a th 
77 the Spi- Calm. However, what has been may be again; and w 
le 4 Me: chat in a greater degree than before; as Circumſtances in 
2 ſhe may differ. Let me then put a Caſe, and make a ry 
is Accu,: Suppolirion, that a New Storm ſhould ariſe ; would K 
And be the late Carriage of the very fame Perſons as for- It 
Marquis merly were fo awaken d, afford Matter for Comfor- la 
of Halli- table Reflection? Let me tuppole that the Time at 
fax's Le- ſhould come; that you ſhould fee an open Conteſt be- ce 
ter of Ad- tween a Proteſtant Succeſſiur | and a Popiſh Prince, tk 

vice r0 4 back d with a HFench Power, (the Suppoſition may, 

Diſſenter, x think, be very well allow'd me, as Circumſtances ＋ 
ſtand) will it be a Comfort to you then to think that th 

you have done what in you lay to tie up ſo many b 

Hands, as would chearfully have been employ'd for a 

the Common Safety, to gratify you knew nor who, * 

and compaſs you knew not what? Will you then t 

Boaſt of ſecuring your Church, by ſuch Methods as are J 

found to help forward Popery and Slavery? And ſe 


may not this deſerve ro be conſider d? | © 
5, Would you like it, or could you forbear reſen- L 
ting it, ſhould we carry it to you, as you have done, I 
and ftill do, to us? Should we with one conſent d 
withdraw our Voluntary Subſeriptions from your v 
Lecturers, (not to mention other things) which you 
know are very generous in this City, and in ſome d 
other parts of the Kingdom, (and who can wynder if c 
C's we 


wy 7 
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we ſhould ) would you not feel it ? Or, ſhould we 

upon all ' Occaſions diminiſh. and undervalue you, 

Mould we ſmoother our Reſpect for you, and be back- 

ward to joyn with you, in what might manifeſtly be : 
for the good of the Publick, for fear of being thought | 
too much ro Eſteem and Favour you; ſhould; we | 
Sacrifice you (what in us lay) rho' we knew your Fi- 
delity ro the common Intereſt, to ſuch as neither va- | 
lu'd you nor us, nor would do any thing even for | 
the publick- Safety, but juſt in their own way; or 
ſhould we run the farther from you, the nearer you 

approach'd' to us, and Condemn you for not doing : | 
What you were not convinc'd is Lawful, becauſe you "i 
were free to go as far as you could perceive you Law- : 

fully might. and expreſs your Charity in a wap that 

was manifeſtly. againſt your Intereſt ; would you not 

Cry our upon us as very unreaſonable? And why 

then will you not give your ſelves leave to conſider, 

what we may juſtly think of ſuch Carriage as this, 

in you towards us? Tho' there is a difference be- 


1 


A tween Superiors and Inferiors, yet the former may 
d know that what in the latter would to them appear 
r- Inſolent, and Arrogant, and Intolerable, would to the 
or- latter from the former be very Grating and Galling. 
ne and apt to exaſperate. And it is a Thought that I 
e- conceive is very fit to be entertain d, even where 
c there is the greateſt Diſtance. ak 

0 6. May nor G'OD.- juſtly bring their. own Fears 
es upon you? And may He nor. the rather haſten 
at them, for your taking Methods to eſcape them that 
ay bear hard upon your Brethren? Is not that an affe- 
or cting Threatning, which we meer with in the very 
o, Verſe before my Texr'? I af, ſays GOD, wil chooſe Ver. 4. 
en their Deluſion, and will lring their Fears. upon them. 
re And may nor this be your very: Caſe? Have yau any 
d ſecuriry that it won't 2 Did not the rw. plead fear 


L of the Romans when they pur our Lord to Death > 
1— Did they not declare, that they did it to prevent an | 
e, Invaſion ? Dut were they ever the farther from-iv > | 
ie Nay; did they not haſten ic upon. themſelves ꝰ And | 
* was it not the more terrible when it came s? 
u Such Thoughts as theſe miglit have ſo, good a ten- 
x | 
f 
e 


dency, if they were but ferioufly 'parſu'd; that 1 muſt | 
m - 
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dom of them. I had nor ſtarted them, if I had not upon W 
thought it my Duty. But without farther inlarging, for you 
] now go on, | at the ] 
$4. | 5 the Spi 
II. To ſuggeſt ſomewhat that may deſerve the Con- ¶ heed of 
ſideration of ſuch as us d to Worſhip G O D among ouitred 
the Diſſenters, but now forſake us, and wholly fall in (ion. 
with the Eftabliſh'd Church, to ſave themſelves from many! 
Contempt and Hazard. Such as you are, may be of furic 
aſſur d, that we can diſpence with your abſence from left, to 
our Aſſemblies, without regretting the loſs of you, pro- your E 
vided you your ſelves are gainers in the Iſſue. It the Teal, | 
ſtep you have taken, will bear your ſober Reflection, ble Wi 
and prove for your real Advantage, may you go on while: 
and proſper. So well do we love you, that we hear- againſt 
tily wiſh, that you may find the Way you have ta- thing 
ken to be for your real Edification; and that you cordin 
may more tremble at the Mord of God, and have more ried 
of his Preſence, and more Acquaintance with real. ber rh 
Vital Religion, and more of a true Catholick Spirit, pure E 
than ever you had while you were among us. This Practil 
is what we for your ſakes ſhould heartily rejoyce in; mend: 
tho' I muſt confeſs, as far as paſt Obſervations can ders. 
heip us to form a Judgment, we ſee but little Reaſon have ſ 
ro expect ir. For tho we han the leaſt Doubt, but only \ 
that there are among thoſe who have been bred up in Your © 
the Way of the Church of England, a number of as for us, 
Good Chriſtians, and as Pious Perſons as any upon pleaſu 
Earth; yer we can ſeldom find that ſuch as have been ver bt 
ſtrictly educared among the Diſſenters, upon their fort uf 
going aſterwards over to the Eſtabliſh'd Church,.do your f 


grow better Chriſtians than they were before. And rity, | 
becauſe this is not very common, and we have had We? 
mulriply'd Inſtances to the contrary, we think it the ind 1 
more becomes you your ſelves with Soberneſs and 


is att 

Impartiality to conſider the Principle whence your he? of 

Change proceeded, that you may ſee whether no Se- Ron's 

cular Views had an undue hand in it; and wherher mar C 

what you have done, be fit to be perliſted in. It may ciniav 

be worth your while ro conſider with your ſelves, Fa 

how little Demas or his Companions. gain'd, when Ear 

2 Tim. iv. they forſook the Apoſtle Paul, for the Love of this pre- ated 
ko, ſent World ; and how ſorry an Exchange they made. irſe]f 
But if upon Inquiry, you are ſatisfy d inthe Grounds, hon! 


upon 


r . ̃ oO oe i 0 


* r 1 


„ 
* ——— 


— 


to PRO TESTANT-DissENTERS. 


6 


upon Which you have proceeded, and can anſwer 
ſor your Conduct at the Bar of Conſcience now, and 
at the Bar of GO D hereafter; yet give me leave in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs to admoniſhi you, to take 
heed of running too far from thoſe whom you have 
quitted, and of doing things out of a Spirit of Oppo- 
htion. Beware of that which has been the Snare of 
many New Converts; be afraid of being drawn into Firs 
of furious and bitter Zeal againſt thoſe whom you have 
left, ro ſatisfy thoſe whom you are gone over to, of 
your Heartineſs in their Intereſt. Such Flames of 
Zcal, have in the Caſe of many prov'd moſt miſera- 
ble Wild-fire. Be content with being Paſſive for a 
while at leaſt. Ben't haſtily drawn in ro be Active, 
againſt thoſe whom you know, (if you know any 
thing of them) to be deſirous to ſerve GOD ac- 
cording to their Conſciences. Tho' you have de- 
ſerted us, yer I befeech you don't Hate us. Remem- 
ber thar True Religion allows no ſuch thing, and 
Pure Religion of all things leaſt needs it; and the 
Practiſe of it will have no great rendency ro recom- 
mend the Way you have raken, to obſervant Specta- 
tors. Speak nothing but Truth of us, and what you 
have ſeen and obſerv'd among us ; or elſe, you nor 
only won't do us Juſtice, but you will bur ill ſecure 


your own Credit or Uſefulneſs. Be rather Advocates: 


for us, as you have opportunity, than forward to take 
pleaſure in miſrepreſenting us, which would diſco- 
zer bur an ill Spirit, and yield you little Com- 
vrt upon Reflection. Think ſoberly and calmly with 
your ſelves, what a Wound is given to Chriſtian Cha- 


rity, by the Carriage of that Church, which cannot 


reckon itſelf ſecure unleſs all in any Places of Profit 
and Truſt have her particular Mark upon them; and 


is ar the ſame time, too apt to be farisfy'd with that, 


tho' there be nothing of Chriſtianity but the Name. 
Ben't too forward in commending and applauding 
that Church that can be eaſy, while known Deiſts, So- 
cinians, Arrians, and even ſuch as are groſly Lewd 
and Profane, have Places in their Poſſeſſion; or at 
leaſt can reckon itſelf ſafe, tho they are not incapaci- 


tated and Diſabled from holding Places; bur reckons 


elf in danger of being overthrown, if Diſſenters 
ſhonld not be incapable — any Places, rho' they are 
3 N ee, "OvE8 
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ever ſo ſound in the Faith, or ever ſo exemplary in 
their Lives and Practiſe. Take heed of incouraging 
any thing of this kind, and of imbibing from the 
Church which you have fallen in with any of that nar. 
rowneſs and uncharirableneſs of Spirit, which when 
it is ſoberly reflected on, will _ real matter of 
Shame and which all will actually be hm d of, when 
that Catholick Spirit comes to be diffus d through the 
Chriſtian Church, which we are waiting, and pray- 
ing, and hoping, and longing for. And now, 

III. I ſhall with yet more freedom, and Cloſeneſs, 
and Particularity, take occaſion from the Premiſes, 
to Addreſs myſelf to ſuch as are determin'd to conti. 
nue Proteſtant D:ſſenters, (as long as there is occaſion 
for it) whatſoever their being ſo may expoſe them to. 
And the Advice that I would hence recommend to 
them, is this: | 

1. Take Care that you be Conſcientious in your 
Diſſent ; and yet don't place the main of Religion in 
it. If you don't Diſſent Conſcientiouſly, it will be 
hard for you ro bear to be hated, and caſt out, and 
kept out, and deſpis d and reproach'd becauſe of your 
Diſſenting. And yet it is evident, That it is a very 
28 thing, for Perſons to be Hated, and caſt out 

y Brethren for God's Name's ſake, and meet with 
Hardſhips for not complying with thoſe who think 
they have a Right ro give Meaſures to others, and yer 
be ftrangers to that Character which is given in my 
Text, of the Perſons whom God accepts and approves, 
and will appear for. Men may ſuffer for Non-con- 
formity, and yet not tremble at the Word of God, and 
be ſtrangers to real Religion. Bur this is what you 
ſhonld dread the thoughts of; and if you have any 
thing of a right Spirit in you, you muſt and will do 
ſo ; you cannot help it. Tho' it is ſufficiently evi- 
dent from Scripture, that our Lord has not given 
any of his Servants a Right ro impoſe a Yoke upon 
the Necks of their Brethren, and you therefore do 
well ro refuſe to ſubmit to any; yet if you think that 
ſuch a Refuſal, and your therein acting Right, will 
make the leaſt Compenſation for Moral Irregulari- 
ties, for any defects in thoſe Things in which Vital 
Religion lies, yaw impoſe upon your ſelves in the 

groſſeſt manner phat cguld be conceiv'd. . 
> 2. Bent 
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2. Ben't mov'd by Clameurs and Reproaches , 
whilſt you are ſatisfied you are in the way of your 
Duty. Remember that St. Paul was told where-ever 
he came, that Bonds and Affiitions did abide him, or Acts xx. 
wait for him, But, ſays he, nome of theſe things move 23, 24+ 
me. It ſhould be the fame alſo with us, when once we 
have fix d our Principles upon {ſolid Grounds: And 
to prevent any undue Commotion, we ſhould think 
often of thoſe affecting Words of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our; Wheſoever ſhall be aſham'd of me, and of my 227 
Words, in this . A. 22 Generation, of him ie 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſham'd when he cometh in 
the Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angels. 

3. Livein hope of GO D's appearing in your Fa- 
your, if you faithfully perſiſt in the way of your 
Dury. Let nor the Boaſts or 'Triumphs of your Ene- 
mies terrify or ſink you. Be nor diſhearten'd, bur is 
put your Truſt in GOD. Be not afraid of evil Ti- Plal. cxii. 
dings; but ler your Hearts be fixed, trufting in the Lord.) © 
As far as your Caſe anſwers that in the Text, you 
may comfortably Hope, Thar there will be a Divine 
Appearance in your Favour, ſooner or later, notwith- 
ſtanding that you have no ſuch expreſs particular 
Promiſe of it as is here given. . 

And that I may give you what Aſſiſtance I am a» 
ble, asro rhis, in a narrow Compaſs, I ſhall briefly 
enquire into Three Things, and ec, 


2. Upon what ſuch a Hope and Expecłation, may,” 
an the Caſe of Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, be 
ſafely bottom d. P 

2. 'How ſuch a Hope and . N in their Caſs 
ſhould be guarded or limited, ſo as to be kept from 
being irregular or exorbitant. And, 

3. How they ſhould carry it in the mean time, and 
while their Hope is deferr' d, and GOD's appearing 
in their Favour is delay d. 


1. Then, Let us ſee upon what ſuch an Hope and 
Expectation, in the Caſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, may 
be ſafely botrom'd. All that I pretend to affirm is, 
that they may upon good grounds Hope that GO D 
will appear for them, and chat ſo as ſhall be to their 
great Foy, and the Shame 7 thoſe who n 
| T 2 e 


— 


Comfort and Counſel 


4 


—— 


the moſt pleaſure in Inſulting them, and bearing 
Hard upon them. And I think 1 may warrantably in- 
fer it from the Premiſes which have been advanc'd. 
However, I don't much queſtion, bur that you'll 
meet with many who will be forward to argue a- 
gainſt any ſuch Expectation, I ſhall therefore juſt 
give you an Hint of ſome things which I apprehend 
will ſupport and warrant ſuch an Expectation. And, 
1. The firſt thing which I would here have conſi- 
der, is the utter Unwarrantableneſs of narrowing 
the Terms of Chri/tian Communion. Some are in 
{ſtrange Confuſion about this Matter: They either 
cant or won't diſtinguiſh between fixing Circum- 
ſtanees, the fixing which is ſo neceſlary, that with- 
out they are ſome way or other fix d, Divine Wor- 
fp can't be kept up, and the making Terms of Com- 
munien, of ſuch things as are not truly needful to the 
regular or orderly Management of Divine Worſhip, 
nor can in the Jeaſt promote the Ends of Worſhip, 
and which the Great Law-giver has given none a 
Right or Warrant to impoſe. But tho' Men ſhould 
unhappily confound theſe Things in their Thoughts 
and Diſcourſe, yet they are in reality widely differ- 
ent. The making New Terms of Chriſtian Commu- 
nion, or narrowing thoſe Terms which our Lord 
himſelf has fix'd, is what the Word of GOD very 
freely declarcs againſt. It is what the Honofir of 
CHRIST, as King in his Church, is very nearly 
eoncern'd in: Aud it is the evident Unjuſtifiableneſs 
of this, that I take to be a main Principle of Conſci- 
entious Non-conformity. This is the Principle that the 
Old Puritans, and We, entirely agree in; tho they 
were many of them diſpos d, it muſt be confeſs'd, to 
farther Compliances with the National Eſtabliſn- 


ment, than many of us are now free to; having 


more hopes of a farther Reformation by Conſent, 
than we can now ſee grounds for, when things ſeem 
fix d for Perpetuity ; and all the Bars that may be, are 
laid in the Way of any Alterations and Amendments, 
tho' they ſhould be ever ſo needfal. And this Princi- 
ple that the Terms of Communion are not to be nar- 
row'd. is fo truly Scriptural, and fo agreeable to the 
Nature of Chriſtianity, which was not intended to 
be a Topical and National Religion, like that of the 
P | 1 Jews, 
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8 Fews, but was deſign d for a Religion that ſhould 

1— obtain Univerſally; that tho' it has been long con- 
reſted, yet He that hath all along, firit or laſt, ap- 
pear d for his own Truths in his Church, when there 
has been a Debate about them, will in all probabili- 
ty remarkably clear this, before the Conteſt comes to 
an End. Withal, 

2. The uſual Method of Divine Providence in ap- 
pearing in Favour of any People, deſerves alſo to be 
here conſider'd. Whoſoever will take the Pains to 
trace the Methods of Divine Providence may eaſily 
r be able ro Obſerve, Thar it has been common with 
|= GOD to appear for his Servants, when they have 
"- been in rhe loweſt Circumſtances, and when they 
chat bore hard upon them, were moſt confident of 
- carrying their Point, and ſureſt of Succeſs. Then 
e from the Beginning has a remarkable Appearance of 
” G O D in Favour of any, moſt uſually been afford- 

, ed ; then has it been moſt taken Notice of; then has 0 
A ir been moſt for the Honour of God ; and then has it 4) 
1 alſo made the moſt laſting Impreſſions, and been im- J 
8 rrov'd to the ſerving of the beſt Purpoſes. And farther; | 
- | 
| 
ö 
f 
N 
$ 


\ 


3. The flouriſhing State of the Church of Chriſt, 
that we may I think upon good Grounds apprehend 
is now approaching, deſerves alſo to be confider'd. 
We have a general Expectation of the Ruin of 
the Kingdom, and the final Period of the Reign of 
Antichriſt; the fall of Babyl:n ; the Converſion of 
the Jews; and a more glorious State of the Church 
of CHRIST here upon Earth, than has ever yer 
been ſeen or known, and I think the Word of GOD 
gives ſufficient ground for ſuch an Expectation: And 
| according to thoſe Calculations which appear the beſt 
and the moſt probable, we cannot now be very far 


from thoſe Times. When they come, they'll be emi- 
nent and remarkable for Purity, and an Univerſal 
Charity, not confin'd to particular Modes of Worſhip 
or Parties of Men. When theſe Times ſhall come, 
none that tremble at the Nord of God, will be hated by 
any of their Brethren, or caſt out for God's Name's ſake, 
bur all ſuch dividing Ways and Methods, will be 
abhorr'd, and the matter of Shame. And the more 
Reaſon We upon ſearch can find, to apprehend We 
are upon the Borders of thoſe Times, the more ground 
8 may 
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may ſuch Diſſenters as are Conſcientious have to Hope He 
that GOD will appear to their Foy, and in ſuch a man- us 


ner as that they that have born them the moſt III- Will, 
upon the account of their ſteady Adherence to the 
Nord of God, ſhall be aſham'd of treating them with 
ſo much Contempt. Let me now, a 

3. Shew you how ſuch a hope and expectation, in 
the Caſe of the Perſons of whom I am ſpeaking , 
| ſhould be guarded or limited, that it may be kept 
| from being Irregular and Exorbitant. And here I 

| deſire that ſuch things as theſe may be obſerv'd. 
1. They have no ground to be Poſitive, as to the 
| particular way of GOD's appearing. He can appear 
| and exert his Power in a great Variety of Ways and 
| Methods chat ſhall effectually reach his End. He can 
make uſe of Inftruments, or Act without them. He 
can make ſtrong and ſudden Impreflions upon the 
"Minds of Men, the Effects of which ſhall be very 
viſible, tho' the way of producing thoſe Impreſſions 
ſhall be altogether unde ſernable. He can produce 
Convictions by the methods of his Providence, abate 
Prejudices, give Light, pour forth his Spirit, widen 
Mens narrow Minds, arid mellow their Hearts with 
Love, and cure them of their Selfiſnneſs and Stiffneſs 
by gentle Merhods : Or, He can work upon them by 
down right Neceſſity, which is the only way in 
which ſome are to be convinc'd. We ſhould nor 
pretend in the leaſt ro Dictate to GOD as to the Way 
and Method, bur ſhould leave that entirely to him; 
and be ſatisſied and contented, yea, and thankful too, 
if He appears in our Favour in one way or ano- 
ther. 8 
2, Neither have they any ground for Poſitiveneſs, 
as to the particular Time of GO D's appearing. I 
cant perceive they have any certain Warrant to go 
upon in poſitively Saying, How ſoon ſuch an Ap- 
pearance will be afforded, or how long it may be de: 
ferr d. GOD's Time, as well as his Way, is tbe fit- 
teſt and beſt. Sore Tryals, may for any ching we 
know, go before it: Perhaps as great as have ever 
been met with yet, if not greater. Nay, they may 
be neceſſary to uſher in and pave the Way for the great 
things which G OD intends ro Effect : But be that 
as it will, at GOD's own Time; at the Time 4 
' 0 
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x He hath appointed, He will appear; and it becomes 
* us to wait with Patiepce in Expectation of it. 
U, 3. They have no need to be particular as to the 
* degree of Shame that they ſhall be under, that have 
ch appear d againſt them, and hated them, and coſt them 

out, The magnifying of that, or ſo much as in our 
in Thoughts, deſiring that it ſhould be magnified, may 
0 diſcover a Vindictiveneſs of Spirit, which is very un- 0 
2, . » . iq! 
pt becoming, and ought to be carefully warch d againſt, il 
1 Tis enough if inſtead of Juſtifying themſelyes here, F 

and Acting as if they would do it at G OD's Tribu- ih 
16 hal roo, they are brought publickly, and generally, iy 
ay and in a Body, to own that they were in the f 
id wrong; and to be free and ready for a Brotherly Co- | 
in alition and Union upon reaſonable Terms; I mean i 
le ſuch Terms as ſhall leave none that tremble at the | if 
IC Mord of God, any cauſe ro complain that they are 1 
ry born Hard upon. This is enough to ſhew G O D's il 
Ns Favour, and to prevent a return to the like Follies 1 
ce aſterwards, which are the main things that in ſuch a 1 
te 8 a to be deſir d, and on which the ſtreſs is to 1 
N a1Q, . . 1h 
h And with ſuch Limitations as theſe, I think Con- i 
(s ſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, may very warrantabl tf 
y cheriſh a general Expectation and Hope, that GO oi 
n will appear to their Foy, and to the Shame of their | | 
pt Angry Brethren that have Acted ſo unbecomingly. [ 
y And now, i! 
3 Laſtly, I'll ſkew you, haw the Diſſenters ougkt ta - xr 1 
N carry it in the mean time, and while cheir Hope is | 
J- deferr'd, and GOD's appearing for them is delay d. 8 It 
Such as would approve themſelves ro GO D, oughr 1 
8. at all times to ſtudy, and mind, and practiſe their Il 
I preſent Duty. I take this to be the Great Concern il 
0 of Diſſenting Proteſtants, as ſuch, in the Juncture {i 
q we are now ein. Juſtly enough may they, with the l 
2 Prophet, call this à claudy and 4 dark Dey. However, Ez. xxxiv. | 
t- let them mind and do their Duty, and they II have 12. 
e Peace, and be prepar'd for all Events; and ar time Zech. xi. 
r f Evening, it may be light. Let them but follow 7. 
y ſuch Directions as I have to recommend to them, 
E and they may ſafely leave the Iſſue ro GOD; that 
i GOD, who kaows the end from the beginning, and has Iſa. xIvi, 
6 Aten declor'd ir: | | 155 
- "8. Let 2 
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1. Let us bow down under the Hand of the Al. 


mighty, and carry it with Submiſſion ro Him, and 
cry out with the Church of old, H will bear the In- 
1 of the Lord, becauſe we have ſinned againſt him. 

e fhoutd carefully recollect our Sins and Miſcarri- 
ages, as having more reaſon to be concern'd for them 
than for all the IIl-will and Hear of our Enemies. 
It little becomes us to pretend ro excuſe ourſelves ; 
for even we have ſinned againſt the LORD in a pro- 
voking manner, and He is Angry with us. We have 
nor duly improv'd the many Years Liberty which we 


have enjoy d. We have been ſecure and wanton, 


and caprious, and quarrelſome, and have very much 
loſt our firſt Love; and as for that Zeal that was diſ- 
cernable under former Hardſhips, it is now bur rare- 
ly to be mer with. We are grown roo like the reſt of 
the World in Vanity, and come nor up to the ſtrict- 
neſsbur Progenitors in Morality and Piety. Our Ene- 
mies freely upbraid us with this upon Occaſion, and it 
is a vain thing for us to pretend to deny or palliate 
it; it is evident. there is too much Truth in it. This 
is the Cauſe of the Wrath againſt us from the LORD. 
And it 1s this that has given our Angry Brethren their 
main Advantage againſt vs. This loudly calls to Hu- 
miliation. It becomes us to take warning, and to 
do our firſt Mors, leaſt this be bur an inlet to yet 
more ſevere Methods of Diſcipline. 

2. The Diſſenters ſhould nor only carry it with Sub- 
miſſion towards GOD, bur alſo with Patience and 
Meekneſs towards Men. Let them take heed of be- 
ing ſowr'd and exaſperated, which is not capable of 


doing any Kindneſs, but may do much Miſchief. It 


is a very poſſible thing to ſee that in the Carriage 
of others that is very galling and grating, and ſhew 
that we are not ſenſeleſs, and yet check any Reſent- 
ment that is unbecoming: And ſo to do would be 
the wiſeſt, and beſt, and ſafeſt Method. We oughr 
not to be exaſperated againſt our Rulers. We ſhould 
bleſs G OD that they continue our Liberty, and en- 
deavour to carry it in ſuch a manner, as that they 
may be always incourag'd to do ſo; and never have 
any the leaſt inducement to go about to abridge us 
of it. We ſuould not be exaſperated againſt former 
Friends, who may have ſufficient Opportunity to 


— 


—— 
Repe 
may | 
them 
deſer 
again 
mies 
make 
the b 
be ic 
with 
not t 
penc 
Priv 
Wer 
Teal 
pro 
Sers 
Cr © 
Cur 
ber! 
ſent 
ven 
a tl 
and 
the 
kin 
an 
cu 


I. 


* 


" = —— CC Rr_—_— i. 


to PROTE*TANT=DISSENTERS. 41 


Kepent at leiſure, of their forwarding in haſte, what 
may perhaps be as great a Damage to the full to 
themſelves as to us. Upon this Account, they may 
deſerve our Pity. What could we gain by Invectives 
againſt them ? We might potdibly gratify their Ene- 
mies and ours; but I cannot ſce that that would 
make our Burden a jot the more light, our Caſe at all 
the better, or our Remedy the more eaſy. Should we 
be lo ſer againſt them as to be backward to concur 
with them upon occaſion for a Common Good; would 
not that be to ſeek to Revenge ourſelves at the Ex- 
pence of the Publick 2 We ſhould not contemn the 
Privileges we have, becauſe we can't have all that 
we may think deſirable, or reckon we might have 


res ſon enough ro have expected. If even in our 


pryent Circumſtances, we are capable of doing any 

Service to our Count: y in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 

cr of Repreſentatives upon occaſion, let us not allow 

cur ſelves ſullenly to fir ſtill, becauſe we have been 

born hard on; for y hat were this, but to let our Re- 

ſentments run fo far as to cauſe us to take our Re- 

venge upon our ſelves, and upon the Publick, which is 

a thing that would but ill become Men of Thought 

and Senſe. Neither ſhould we be exaſperated againſt 

the Body of our Brethren, tho' they have dealt ur- 

kindly by us. We ſhould ve or Souls it Patience n 

and Peace; and as our Lord himſelf did before us, 4 N 

cgmmit our Cauſe to God, that j udgeth righteouſiy. * 1 
3. Let us ftill exerciſe Charity and a becoming 23. 

Tenderneſs. Tho I don't ſee that it would become 

us any longer to exerciſe actual Communion with 

them, while they perſiſt in puttiug ſo unkind and un- 

brotherly an Interpretation upon that Practiſe, yet 

let us ſtill Love them as Brethren; and be ready to 

come into a cloſer Union with them than ever, when 

they appcar diſpos d for it. Let us upon all Occaſi- 

ons declare our readineſs to coaleſce with them, 

whenever they'll be free to admit all that tremble at 

God's Mord, without caftin? out any which that orders 

to be receiv'd and imbrac'd. Let us not while we 

complain of them, rake Example of them, and do as. 


. they, Let us not think that their breaking in upon 


the Communion of Saints one way, will juſtify us for 
doing it in another way. . us not ſo much ſtudy 
| "1 Reels 
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to be even with them, as in Brotherly Love to out- 
do them. Let uspity them for being Members of x 
Church that has ſo little Charity: Reckoning that it 
will much more become us to pity, than to Iuſalt 
them. Let us return them Love for Hatred; and 
not be ev-rcome of Luil, but overcome Evil with God. 
And yet lc: us make a difference between ſome and 
others among them; between ſuch as heartily la- 


ment, and ſuch as juſtify as far as in them lies, thoſe 


rigorous and ſcvere Methods, which to us appear to 
be ſo Unbrotherly. | | 

4. Let us carry it with Courage and Magnanimi. 
ty; fo as to ſhew that we are nor Diſpirited nor De- 
jected, and that we neither Diſtruſt our Cauſe, nor 
our GOD. The more we appear Diſcourag'd, the 
more will ſome Triumph. Let us not that way im- 
bolden them. It they have Power on their fide, and 
that puffs them up; let us Act as it becomes thoſe 
that are on the fide of Truth and Charity ; which may 
j\fily give Courage, and keep us from being afraid of 
Icoking an) Man in the Face. 

5. Let us carry 1: with Steadineſs and Fidelity. 
We are never like to gain by yielding, as long as we 
have to do with Perſons hat Act as if they were pcl- 
ſcis'd of an Abſolute Infallibility. Let us ſtand to 
our Principles, which are for Scriprural Terms of 
Communion, and an extenſive Charity, and againſt 
eating cut any whom G QD is ready to accept and 
own: And yet let us refuſe nothing that either Truth 
or Purity will allow of ; for our Principles will there 
bear us out, withour our being juſtly liable ro a 
Charge of warping. 

6.-Ler us carry it with Prudence, and endeavour 
to behave cur ſelves wiſely. Let us wath circumſpeRty ; 
reſolving with the Apoſtle, that it ſhall be our Endea- 
vour to give n* Offence, neither to the Fews, nor to th? 
Gentiles, ner to the Chureb of God. At far as in us lies, let 
us live peaccab'y with all Men, And let us therefore be 
the more cautious, becauſe we may be affur'd, tha: 
we have thoſe that watch for our halting. ' 

In ſhort: Let us be more. careful of our Car- 
riage now than ever. Let us behave our ſelves 
humbly and ſubmiſſively towards G OD, . bowing 
rowa under his Hand, and cwning the Righteoul: 
| ne 
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nels of his Dealings. Let us carry it to our Rulers 
with humble Reſpect, and pray heartily ro GOD 
for them, even when they bear rhe hardeſt upon us. 
Let us behave our ſelves toward each other, witli 
more Love and Tenderneſs, and with more Freedom 
and openeſs than ever: ſtirring up one another to be 


more ſetious in Religion, and more attentive to liſten + 
to Divine Calls. Let us be the more ſtudious of each 
others Welfare, by how much the harder others 


bear upon us; and be more Watchful than ever, a- 


gainſt Diviſions, and Grudges, and Hearr-burnings, 
and little Piques and Animolities among our ſelves. 
Let us carry it Charitably towards our Brethren, 
in the midit of all their Unkindneſs ; and take all 
proper and fitting Ways, to ſhew that we bear them 
an hcarry Good-will, tho' we are griev'd that they 
ate us, and that, as far as we can judge, without 
Cauſe. Let us carry it with Tenderneſs rowards 
thoſe who now deſert us, pirying them that they 
ſuould meet with ſuch preſſiug Temptations, without 
inſulting them. Let us Govern and Manage our 
ſelves with Prudence, and wait with Patience, and 
Ve much in Prayer, which the Circumſtances we are 
11, peculiarly call for, and we may ſafely and com- 
ſortably depend upon G O D, and apply ro our 


{clves ſuch Scriprures as theſe; Then ſhall thy Light Ifai. Iviii. 
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break, Forth as the Morning, and thine Health ſhall ſpring 8. 


fort! ſpeedily : and thy Rightecufneſs ſhall go before ghee, 


aud the Glory of the LORD ſhall be thy Rereward. 
And, He ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſneſs as the Light, 


and thy Fudgment as the Noon-day. And this in the pfxxxvii. 


Texr, He fhall appar to your Foy, and they ſhall be 6. 


i ſhanied. 
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Beauty of che Watk; for it to be caſt into a NewForm. 


readily complyd with. had it not been thought more 
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"HEREAS it has been the Defire of many that 
have purchas'd The Ab, idgment of Mr. Baxter 
Hiſtory of bis Life and Times, that the Additions to the 
Second Edition of that Work, which is intended, might 
_  befjomanag'd as that rheymighr be purchas'd ſeparate- 

I 3. their Deſire as far as it was practicable had been 


rely to give General Satisfaction, and ro add to the 


- © "Whereas therefore, it is ſhorrly going to the Prels, 
It is defignd to make Two Volumes: The Firſt of 
which will be, The proper Als idgment f MriBaxter's 
Folio, with N mars en ſuch as have caft their Refle& ions 
on the Diffemers, and their Conduct, in the ſeveral Parts 
of the Hiſtory ſince the Reſtoratien ; and the Addition if 
an Account of ſome of the 'meſt R:markable Controverſial 
Mitings on both Sides, and à Continuation of the Hi- 
Rory down to this Inſt Seſſion of Parliament, and the At 
which paſs d againſi Occaſionn l Conformity. 
The Second Volume will be, We Acrcunt 'of the 
Charatters and Works,” of the Sufferers for Non-confor. 
mity, which is now the Ninth Chapter of the Abridg- 
ment, pur in a more convenient Method, with con- 
Kderable © Amendmeuts of former Miſtakes ; and, The 
Additional Characters of ſome Hundreds, who were 

before only mention'd as Eiected. IN 
Any Informations that are well arreſted, that may 
eirfter help to prevent Miſtakes, or preſerve and em- 
balm the Memory of any of thoſe Worthy. Perſyns, 
will be yer Thankfally receiv'd, and inſerted in their 


PER proper Places, if they are tranſmitted before it be too 


C e 
And whereas übe b 8 in the Preſs, 4 
Acccunt of the Sufferings en the other Side, if, when it 
comes to be publiſh'd, ir ſhall be found (be it in ever 
ſo Angry a way) to give Light towards the rectify- 
ing Mi/takes, as to any of thoſe who were Ejetled far 
Non- conformity, or to contain any ſoch Reflections as 
require farther Eluci dation, ſuch Additions, as may 
be this way made to the Work intended, ſhall be 
publiſhed ſeparapely, ſo as char the Purchaſers of this 
New Edition ſhall receive no Detriment, as far as it 
was in m Power to prevent it; | * 
Witneſs my Hand. | 2 
FED MuN D CALAMY: 


